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President’s Message

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 
neighbors and friends!

The neighborhood looked 
wonderful for the holiday season.  
I am always impressed with the 
number of people who travel 
through our streets to look at our 
decorated homes.  Congratulations 
to the winners of our best holiday 
light contest. Pictures of the homes 
are included in this issue. 

The CCNA has big plans for 2017. 
We would love to see more people 
get involved in all that we have 
planned.  The easiest way to help is to 
attend our neighborhood meetings. 
This year we will meet on the third 
Tuesday of every month, except for 
the months of June and December. 
The meetings are held at the Irving 

Recreation Center and begin at 
6:30 p.m.  In recent meetings, we 
have discussed a number of ways to 
improve our neighborhood, including 
adding street signs, increasing street 
lighting, and similar changes.  We 
encourage other ideas from our 
neighbors.

Country Club
Neighborhood Association

2016-17 Board

President 
Anna Eickholt  

3015 Stratford Ave. 
annakarin31@icloud.com

Administrative Vice President 
Jennifer Powell

Vice President 
Abby Helman

Secretary 
Open Position

Treasurer 
Maggie Stuckey 

2932 South 26th St. 
magjostu@gmail.com 

Communications and Membership 
Jena Lambert 

2501 Rathbone Rd. 
jenanicole@gmail.com

Mayor’s Roundtable Committee 
Jennifer Powell

CCNA Chronicle Editor 
Emily Lowe 

ccnamagazine@gmail.com

Board Members
Bryan Sypal

Krista Rickman
Larry Worth
Curt Ruwe

Tim Gergen 

Ron Tucker
Jennifer Preston 

 Barton Green
Connie Duncan 
Mary Monahan

Advisors to the Board
Linda Wibbels Linda Brown

Thank you for serving your neighborhood!

Your CCNA Board of Directors meet seven 
times a year. All neighbors are encouraged 
and welcome to attend. Meetings begin at  
7 p.m. and are held at Irving Rec Center.  

The CCNA Chronicle is the official publication 
of the Country Club Neighborhood Association 
(CCNA). The CCNA Chronicle is published four 
times a year by the CCNA and every address in the 
CCNA boundaries is mailed a copy. Statements of 
fact and opinion made are the responsibility of 
the authors alone and do not imply an opinion 
on the part of the officers or members of CCNA. 
While this publication makes a reasonable effort 
to establish the integrity of its advertisers, it does 
not specifically endorse advertised products or 
services unless specifically stated as such.  All 
correspondence regarding this publication should 
be directed to: Country Club Neighborhood 
Association, Attn: CHRONICLE Editor, PO Box 
21953, Lincoln, NE 68542.

Focal Point Publishing is a Firespring solution.

1201 Infinity Court • Lincoln, NE  68512
402-437-0013 • info@focalpointlincoln.com

A Message from Focal Point Publishing
Focal Point Neighborhood Magazines provide 
community-specific magazines for 21 Lincoln 
neighborhoods. We are locally owned, and are 
proud to work with the finest neighborhoods 
and businesses in Lincoln. The advertisers in this 
magazine allow us to publish and circulate the 
magazine at no cost to your neighborhood. We 
encourage you to keep our advertisers in mind and 
use their services throughout the community as  
a thank you!
Magazine content is provided by your neighbor-
hood association board. We aim to provide infor-
mation that is useful and relevant. Please email 
ccnamagazine@gmail.com to submit your idea 
for the next publication!

Anna Eickholt, CCNA President
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MARY MONAHAN GREW UP IN 
northeastern Wyoming. She and 
her husband lived in New Jersey 
and Arizona before settling down in 
Nebraska with their three kids; Rosie, 
Violet and Owen. The family of five 
enjoys walks and bike rides around the 
neighborhood together. 

One of the reasons that the family 
adores Lincoln so much is the 
neighborhood. She explains that 
moving is never easy, but this move was. 
“Our neighbors were so welcoming. 
Whether it was someone stopping to 
introduce themselves when we were 
in the yard, inviting us to a play date 
or asking us to dinner, it made a huge 
difference!” This is part of the reason 

Mary wanted to be on the board. 
Her desire to give back to her 

community motivated her to plan 
more fun events for the neighborhood. 
With her background in planning 
professional events at Princeton and 
currently planning Macaroni Kids 
events, the social chair position 

seemed like a perfect fit for her. “I love 
planning our neighborhood events, 

and I'm humbled by the incredible 
response that we get from neighbors 
when I ask for help in putting together 
an event.” She describes the members 
of Country Club as being extremely 
dedicated and very passionate about 
their neighborhood. According to 
Mary, Country Club wouldn’t be as 
wonderful as it is without the people. 

Welcome to the board, Mary. Country 
Club is very fortunate to have you!

NEW BOARD MEMBER
Mary Monahan

“I love planning our 
neighborhood events, 
and I'm humbled by 
the incredible response 
that we get.”

What’s Your Story? Help 
Celebrate Sheridan’s 
90th Anniversary

 
THIS YEAR, AS SHERIDAN ELEMENTARY MARKS ITS 
90th  anniversary, the school's theme is “What’s Your Story?” 
Parents and grandparents who attended Sheridan are encouraged 
to share memories and photographs from their school days.

Sheridan staff are also looking for former alumni who are 
willing to serve as guest readers at their 90th birthday celebration, 
to be held at the school on Tuesday, March 28. Alumni are 
invited to read to classes and share their stories throughout the 
school day.

If you are a Sheridan graduate, please write down what you 
remember about your favorite tradition or story and send it to 
Sheridan Librarian LaVonne Hanlon at  lhanlon@lps.org/ or 
let her know if you're willing to serve as a guest reader at their 
birthday event. Alumni can also drop off photos at the school's 
office so they can be scanned and saved. Look for upcoming 
articles celebrating these shared recollections!

The Monahan Family 
Photo by Toni Pohlen Photography
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The Joneses 
never rest...
do they.
Neither does a good yard.
Command attention all summer 
long with lightscaping. Service 
Specialists will make your 
property outshine with uplit 
trees, walkway lighting and a 
custom outdoor design.

Call for a free consultation.

Service

Specialists

Lawn & Landscaping

402-432-9341  •  ServiceSpecialistsLincoln.com
Sprinkler Install & Repair • Landscaping • Sod and Seeding Services • Ponds, Pavers, Retaining Walls
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DAVID CLARK FRAMING

-Custom framing
-Cusom mounting -   
  matting
-Update existing framing
-Shadow boxes
-Plexi boxes
-Needlework framing
-Glass replacement
-Textile framing
-Custom mirrors

Williamsburg Village   5757 South 34th Street   

Lincoln NE   68516   Phone/Fax 402.420.6261

Monday - Friday: 10:00 - 6:00   Saturday by Appointment

|

| |

|

David Clark offers 
a large selection 

of mouldings from 
contemporary to 

traditional at many 
price points.

Color for every room
in your home.

The value of choosing 
the right color is the 
chance to make your 
vision a reality. 

©2016 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Copyright

Bishop Heights True Value
4200 S. 27th Street

S. 27th & Hwy. 2
Lincoln, NE  68502 

Savannah Pines Retirement Community

   3900 Pine Lake Road        Lincoln, NE  68516        SavannahPinesRetirement.com

When Only the Best Will Do
Resort-Style Luxury Living in Lincoln
At Savannah Pines, we know you want only the 
best for your loved ones with the built-in flexibility 
of no long-term lease or costly buy-in.

That’s why we work hard to make our independent living, 
all-inclusive community a wonderful experience. Our 
managers live on site to help with anything residents 
need, we always have concierge and valet service, and our 
professional chefs make every meal fresh daily. 

Schedule a tour of our apartment homes. We know 
you’ll like what you see.

402-817-3961
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Affiliated with the Nebraska Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The mother-daughter bond is a close one; you two can talk about anything. Don’t let 
discussing retirement living put an end to that. We’ll provide information and advice to 

make the conversation a little bit easier. See where the conversation goes. You might just 
find a place uniquely your own. Give us a call at 402-420-9355 or visit Immanuel.com.

What’s one more?
You’ve had plenty of awkward conversations.
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He’s the love 
of your life!

8400 Old Cheney Road
Lincoln, NE 68526
402-489-0501
vhvet.com

We’ll care for him 
as if he’s one of 

our own!
As one of Lincoln’s 

most trusted 
veterinary clinics, 

we offer a 
convenient location, 

boarding & 
grooming, surgical & 
dental services as 

well as internal 
medicine

Proper tree trimming prevents storm damage and improves 
the health and appearance of your trees.

Visit our website to schedule an appointment. 

Licensed & Insured. BBB A+ Rating

Lincoln Tree Pros
Tree Trimming • Tree Removal

LincolnTreePros.com
402-440-0085

Here at PFA we focus
on one thing.

Call us. 402.479.9346

Securities offered through SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment Advisory services offered through Professional Financial Advisors, LLC. which is not affiliated with SagePoint Financial.
Insurance services offered by Brian Kujath are independent of SagePoint Financial.
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Filters 
Discounts  
Parts & Labor Warranties 

VIP Maintenance  
Starting at $17/month 

464.STAR (7827)       starcityair.com 
Thank you Lincoln for 33 years of business! 

Mention this ad for $33 Off Your Service 

Janelle Crouse
REALTOR®

402-310-5737 
jcrouse@nebhomesales.com

Rich Rodenburg
Associate Broker
402-440-7570

rich@nebhomesales.com

NebHomeSales.com

Full Service 
For Less™
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All Work Performed in 
Store on Premises 
Nearly 40 Years in 
Business
International Design 
Competition 
Award Winner
Direct Diamond Importer 
for over 20 years
Family Owned Since 1977

Meridian Park
6900 O Street Suite 108

Lincoln, NE 68510
402-466-8778

Mon-Fri  10 a.m.–6 p.m. • Sat 10a.m.–5a.m.

We buy old gold, jewelry, diamonds,  
wrist and pocket watches.

Your Home for Custom 

Hand Crafted Diamond 

and Color Gemstone 

Rings, Pendants, 

Bracelets, and  

Earrings

for a reasonfor a reasonforRecommended
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Club

402.730.0203
Linda.Wibbels@WoodsBros.com

Linda K.Wibbels
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Club

402.730.0203
Linda.Wibbels@WoodsBros.com

Linda K.Wibbels

LISTED. SHOWN. SOLD.

If 2017 has you selling or buying a home, 
I can provide a no-cost, no-obligation market analysis or buying consultation.

Call, text or email and we’ll get 2017 off to a great start!

HHHappy appy appy Happy HHHappy Happy Happy HHHappy H NNNNNNew ew ew New NNNew New New NNNew N YYYear!ear!ear!Year!YYYear!Year!Year!YYYear!Y
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CRAFT BREWERIES HAVE BECOME  
increasingly popular among beer 
enthusiasts. Some travel far and wide 
to expand their library of unique 
beers. In Lincoln, White Elm Brewing 
Company has created a new option for 
those seeking the newest craft brews. 
For owner, Kolby Wood, opening 
the brewery wasn’t only a business 
opportunity. Growing up in Crete, 
Kolby spent some time in Denver but 
relished the chance to come home 
and harness his experience to bring 
something new to the Lincoln area. 

Kolby’s unique homebrew caught 
the attention of Matt and Martha 
Lee Heyne, who excitedly backed his 
venture after tasting it for themselves. 
The recently opened brewery boasts 
an impressive selection of particular 
specialties. Wood explains, “We brew 
and sell our craft beer with a focus on 
farmhouse and modern American 
styles sold in our own taproom, various 
restaurants, bars throughout town, and 
soon-to-be available in cans at your 
package and grocery stores.” 

This isn’t Wood’s first experience 
with running a brewery, though. In 
Denver, Colorado, Wood ran a group 
of Irish pubs, not only managing the 
business, but working as a steward 
in the community. Lincoln enticed 
Wood and his wife to move home from 

Denver in 2014. With it’s slower pace, it 
offered the couple more time for raising 
their children while Wood continues 
pursuing his passion for beer.

Wood has also found that the 
Lincoln community shares his 
love for small breweries. He notes, 
“The Lincoln community has been 
incredibly supportive of us, and its 
love for local businesses is rarely found 
in other cities.” This support has led 
to growing opportunities for Wood’s 
brewing expansion. “The Lincoln beer 

scene offers a large amount of top-tier 
breweries, and we are lucky to add our 
offering to the mix. We have a focus 
on more esoteric styles like Saison, 
Grisette and Biere de Garde, while still 
offering interesting takes on stouts 
and hop-forward beers with our barrel 
program rolling out soon.”

It’s indeed a daunting task, but 
Wood’s background makes him suitable 
for the job. Before opening White Elm, 
Wood had accumulated more than 15 
years of home brewing experience. He 
also bolsters crucial professional and 
educational experience in culinary arts 
and restaurant management from his 
time at the pubs in Colorado, which 
puts Wood in a unique position to excel 
at his craft. 

White Elm Brewing Company is 
proving to be a growing and successful 
craft option that Lincoln is sure to 
love. The brewery is located at 720 
Van Dorn Street and open during the 
following times: 

• Tuesday–Thursday: 4 p.m.–10 p.m.
• Friday: 3 p.m.–12 a.m.
• Saturday: 12 p.m.–12 a.m.

FEATURED BUSINESS
White Elm Brewing Company

“The Lincoln community has 
been incredibly supportive 
of us, and its love for local 
businesses is rarely found 
in other cities.”

Photos by Bruce Thiel 
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ROGER DODSON, A BELOVED 
neighbor and friend, passed away 
on Oct. 24. Dodson was one of 
Nebraska’s most notable broadcasters, 
but his friends in the Country Club 
neighborhood remember him for his 
generosity and warm spirit. 

“It’s our responsibility to be good 
citizens,” he said. Roger played an 
important role, for example, in the 
Neighborhood Lighting Project, 
persuading City Council members to 
get on board.

Another part of his service involved 
leading a drive to restore the Sunken 
Gardens, a beauty spot that had fallen 
on hard times.

Roger and his wife JeNeane, with the 
help of another Lincoln steward Mike 
Seacrest, raised $1.7 million in just 
four months to restore the Gardens. 
“Lincoln is a generous city,” he says. 
A quick look from Capitol Parkway at 
27th Street will reveal just what they 
accomplished. Surveys show that 90% 
of Lincolnites stop by the Gardens at 
least once a year.

Roger’s own professional career 
in radio was extraordinary. After 
college, Roger broke into radio as an 
announcer. By 1980 he was working 
as general manager at a Grand Island 
station. On a warm afternoon that June 
he noticed some ominous-looking 
clouds. He invited people on the street 
to gather in the station’s basement 
where they would be safe from a storm. 

“I felt touched by a presence,” Dodson 
says, “and felt a remarkable calm come 
over me.”

For the next five hours Dodson was 
on the air, warning people to seek 
shelter and relaying messages from 
city and state officials. Seven tornadoes 
would hit the area that day, killing five 
and injuring 200. Dodson’s voice was 
the only one on air that evening.

For the next several weeks, Roger 
interviewed Mayor Bob Kriz on the 
air each morning to discuss how the 
cleanup was going, when the water 
would be safe to drink, and whether 
the electricity would be on. Later, he 
was recognized by the governor for 
“saving so many lives.”

Roger often played the role of 
a traveling ambassador for radio, 
visiting 50 states and 142 countries 
to help people build radio stations 
and improve their programming. At 
one point owned several Midwest 
stations with his partner, the country 
star Charley Pride. Pride, the son of 
a Mississippi sharecropper, recorded 

39 No. 1 hits on the Billboard Hot 
Country Songs charts. 

Not too many years ago Roger 
learned that Pride would be performing 
in Omaha and asked whether he could 
get tickets for his family. The tickets 
arrived and the Dodsons headed to the 
show. At the conclusion, Charley came 
to the front of the stage and said that 
he wanted to dedicate the last song to 
Dorothy Dodson, Roger’s mother, and 
then sang “Amazing Grace.” It was 
touching moment, to say the least. 

Roger thought that he might 
continue his public service after 
retirement by joining the City Council. 
He announced his candidacy in 
December 2012 and planned his first 
official campaign event for Feb. 16, 
2013. But fate had other plans.

That morning Dodson experienced a 
stroke, a difficult one that compromised 
his ability to walk. It did not, however, 
quench his spirit.

“Watch your ego,” Dodson said, 
“mine’s too big.” But his ego was just 
big enough to have wide-ranging, 
thoughtful opinions. “The answer 
to everything is education,” he said, 
perhaps thinking of his daughter Alesia, 
who is a kindergarten teacher. She told 
him “that every child must have a good 
experience as they start school.” Their 
son Whitney continues the family love 
of broadcast as an account executive at 
Lady Bird Johnson’s KLBJ in Austin, 
Texas.

IN MEMORY OF  
ROGER DODSON
By Dr. James R. Schaffer

“It’s our 
responsibility 
to be good 
citizens.”
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Build
Remodel

Unsure?

Update

Paul Daniels knows and will guide you from start to finish!

|Remodel|New Construction|Bathrooms|Kitchens|Furniture|Accessories|
|Carpet|And Much More! |

4333 S. 70th St. Ste. 9 Lincoln, NE 68516 | (402) 474-5015 | www.pauldanielsinteriors.com

• Auto body repairs 
and refinishing

• Extremely high tech 
paint matching and 
heated paint booth

• Paintless dent repair

• Unibody and 
frame repair

• Complimentary shuttle 

402-423-4922
4915 Rentworth Drive • Lincoln, NE 68516

beemanautomotive.com

402-730-1638
Providing Quality 

Roofing in Lincoln NE

Roofing 
that 
outperforms 
mother 
nature

www.roofingservicecompany.com

As hail is propelled onto 
a non-impact resistant 
shingle, it knocks off 
granules of the shingle’s 
outer layer exposing it  
to UV damage that can 
degrade the roof and make 
it vulnerable to leaks.

CertainTeed’s line of 
impact resistant products 
ensure peace of mind and 
unflappable protection 
even during the harshest 
conditions.

Built from the industry’s 
toughest materials, these 
impact resistant shingles  
defend against updrafts, 
crosswinds and all manner 
of gusty, blustery weather.

January 2017  13January 2017  13



CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
402.730.1638 | www.GarageSolutionsLincoln.com

SPEND LESS TIME SEARCHING FOR YOUR THINGS
& MORE TIME DOING WHAT YOU LOVE.

s h e l v i n g & r a c k s • c a b i n e t s  
f l o o r i n g • o v e r h e a d r a c k s

Get your friends, family, coworkers or  
group together for a fun, relaxing,  
affordable experience!

Projects include: Metal Stamped Jewelry • Button Art • 
Painted Canvas • Calligraphy • Scrapbooking • and more!

Phone:     402.483.4232
Location: 4720 Prescott Ave.
In the College View neighborhood by The Mill

Register for classes or  
book your private party at:

lincolncraftstudio.com

Join a 

or Schedule a Private Party!
Crafting Class! 

Featured Class: Screen Printing
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Life events o�en turn 

into life lessons and 

Sherri Tafoya of Custom 

Blinds & Design was 

recently reminded how she 

looks at her own business 

a�er building a new home.

Tell us about your new home and what’s 
going on with the process.

We decided to move to the new 
Firethorn Resort community and are  
excited to be living in our new home.  
And this process has reminded me 
how important it is to look to the 
experts, because you don’t go through 
construction every day.

Tell me more...

One of things that jumps out at me is 
the specialization our builder o�ers.  We 
met with his electrician, his plumber and 
his carpenter.  We also met with Nick 
Vondrak of gvKustom Kitchens for the 

their respective fields.

So how does this translate to your 
business, Custom Blinds & Design?

We’re the shading specialists;  it really 
came to a full circle awareness for me 
- we’re the experts at the window.  Why 
would anyone want to go elsewhere?  
I mean, why assign someone to do 
everything when you can have a true 
specialist skilled in window fashion 
design particularly?  We leave the tile 
to someone else; we leave the counters 
to someone else and the architecture to 
someone else.  Where we excel is at the 
windows - it’s important to us to get all 
the options down to most finite detail.

the latest trends.

fashions industry.  In addition to new 

motorization is a hot topic going on right 

a great product and integrates with your 

you can control your shadings dependent 
upon time of day, or even if you’re 
traveling anywhere in the world, you can 
still control your window coverings.  And 
we know how to do that!

So motorization can make my life 
easier?

We live in an instant gratification society;  
we want it now and we want it done 
right, and we want it done well.  Plus, 
we want to do everything from our 
smartphone.  So now we can control the 
light in our home anytime of the day 
from anywhere in the world.  We may 
want to do this for security reasons, for 
energy e�ciency, for weather changes 
- whatever the reason - we can control 
our shadings with the Hunter Douglas 
PowerView® App. 

A lot of people may not be aware of this 
new technology...

come to us to for our intellectual capital 
at the window.  We work with them 
on a regular basis because they like 
our proprietary knowledge of window 

teamwork and relationships which can 
only benefit our shared clients.

Final thoughts?

Another thing I’m reminded of during 
my personal building process is how I 
appreciate Ironwood Builders’ attention 
to my questions, their immediacy in 
responding to me and their respect for 
the investment I’m making in our new 
home.  As a business owner I know how 
important this is and I’m proud to say we 
o�er a similar dynamic at Custom Blinds 
& Design.  Our clients are very important 
to everyone on our team;  when a client 
calls us with a question or concern, we 
get right on it!  It’s a core principle of our 
business philosophy:  We do what we say 
we’re gonna do.  We’ve got your back. 

A CONVERSATION WITH SHERRI TAFOYA...

“We do what we say 
we’re gonna do. 

We’ve got your back.”

Sherri Tafoya
Custom Blinds & Design
402-730-2000
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Want to Know What Your 
Home is Worth?

- We can tell you with our free in depth market analysis.
- Let us give you the service you deserve.
- Visit our website to learn more about the Reynolds Team.
- We want to be the answer to all your Real Estate needs!

Give us a call today!

Roger & Tyler Reynolds
402.610.6168  |  402.610.6170
www.ReynoldsHomeSolutions.com

You can be assured we will treat every transaction with 
the utmost honesty & integrity.

4400 South 70th Street | Lincoln, NE 68516

402.489.7770 | ellynnebridal.com
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LET THERE BE LIGHT!
by Maggie Stuckey, Treasurer
PERHAPS YOU HAVE NOTICED that South 27th Street 
between Calvert and Woods Boulevard seem a little brighter 
these days. You are not mistaken! CCNA recently approved 
the installation of additional lower-level, “acorn” style 
lighting to appropriately illuminate this portion of our 
neighborhood.

Since 2003, CCNA has worked with Lincoln Electric 
System and the City of Lincoln to establish Ornamental 
Lighting Districts throughout our neighborhood and install 
consistent, appropriate illumination. When a special lighting 
district is approved by the Lincoln City Council, it allows 
for street lighting different than standard lighting, often 
identified by decorative features. This special lighting comes 
at a significant additional cost, which is paid for by CCNA.

CCNA recognizes there are many pockets of our 
neighborhood that would see great benefit from additional 
lighting for safety, beauty, and consistency. We will continue 
to prioritize additional lighting efforts in the years to come. 
It is thanks to your annual CCNA dues that we are able 
to advocate for and fund important projects like this one. 
Thank you!
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Matt and Melanie Rauert’s journey 
began west; about 130 miles to be 
exact. Over thirteen years ago, the two 
met while attending the University of 
Nebraska at Kearney. They were just 
freshmen at the time, but within two 
weeks they knew they were meant to 
be. At first, Melanie recalls that she was 
a little stand-offish towards Matt, but 
that soon changed. 

“We were dating less than two weeks 
when he confessed that he felt he was 
supposed to marry me. I was thinking 
the same thing, and we’ve been head 
over heels since!” Melanie says. Sure 
enough, the two married soon after 
graduating and now, eight and a half 
years later, have a home in Lincoln and 
are raising their four children. 

At almost eight years old, Marylynn 
is the oldest of the bunch and loves 
helping take care of her brothers. 
Lawrence, almost five years old, is now 
in preschool and loves helping out his 
dad. Benedict is three and a half years 

old, who is the brown-eyed charmer 
of the crew. Then there is George, the 
youngest of the family and a complete 
sweetheart at one and a half.

Melanie and Matt moved to a small 
town outside of Omaha for two years, 
but always knew Lincoln was the place 
that they wanted to settle down and 
raise their family. Soon enough, they 
made their way to Nebraska’s capital 
and landed in the Country Club 
neighborhood. The interesting part? 
This wasn’t exactly by design. 

When they decided to move to 
Lincoln, the first house Melanie and 
Matt had under contract, one that wasn’t 
in the Country Club neighborhood, fell 
through. They then had to move to their 
next option. Although unplanned, Matt 
and Melanie are forever grateful that it 
happened. Melanie describes that, “we 
couldn’t be more thankful for how our 
first home buying experience worked 
out. We wouldn’t want to live anywhere 
else in Lincoln and absolutely love our 

home and our neighborhood!” 
When asked about some of their 

favorite parts of the Country Club 
neighborhood, Matt and Melanie 
had a little trouble. “It’s hard to pick 
just one! We love the big, established 
trees that give the neighborhood a 

peaceful, beautiful look throughout 
the seasons and a very homey feel. 
The convenience of the proximity to 
miles of hiking and biking trails is just 
wonderful and something our family 
takes advantage of multiple times a 
week,” Melanie explained. 

It isn’t just the scenery that draws 
this bunch to the area, though. “Our 
neighbors are fantastic. We feel 
fortunate to be surrounded by so many 
kind neighbors! We have met many 
people that are original owners of 
their homes or who have been in the 
neighborhood for decades. We have 
enjoyed listening to how their lives have 
been shaped by this neighborhood.” 

FEATURE FAMILY
Melanie and Matt Rauert

“We wouldn’t 
want to live 
anywhere else 
in Lincoln and 
absolutely 
love our 
home and our 
neighborhood!”
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Although they treasure their 
relationships with everyone, one made 
a particularly large impact on Rauert 
family. “When we first moved here our 
next door neighbor, an elderly widower, 
quickly become a good friend. He was 
always willing to loan a tool and gift us 
with his garden’s bounty. We’ll never 
forget how he gave each of our kids an 
affectionate nickname.” Unfortunately, 
that man passed away a year ago, but 
his impact for the family is still felt 
today. Melanie remembers how “his 
immediate friendliness and the way 
he embodied neighborliness inspired 
us to reach out to other neighbors, old 
and new, to establish the type of solid 
and respectful relationships that make 
a group of houses a neighborhood.” 

With a growing family and a 
wonderful neighborhood community, 
the Rauert’s are also glad that their 
career choices allow them to spend 
plenty of time at home. Melanie 
focuses on caring for and teaching her 
children along with helping Matt with 
his eBay business, The Green Bureau, 
from their home. 

Matt began his business by selling 
odds and ends in college, but began 
growing to the point that he was 
ultimately able to work on it full time. 
He describes the benefits of being self-
employed revolving around the freedom 
of how he can spend his time. “My work 
is all about lifestyle for our family. I’ve 
previously worked as a professional, 
and found that I lived my real life from 

Friday evening to Sunday. Our business 
affords quality time with each other 
far more frequently and regularly. I am 
home with my wife and children each 
and every day and that is an opportunity 
that not many are able to take advantage 
of. It really motivates me to continue 
succeeding in our business.” 

When thinking about her life, 
Melanie recalls a quote by G.K. 
Chesterton that says, “The most 
extraordinary thing in the world is an 
ordinary man and an ordinary woman 
and their ordinary children.” When 
Matt and Melanie look to their family 
and neighborhood, they see this idea 
come to life, extraordinarily so.
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THE MAKING OF A TRADITION – THE CHRISTMAS EVE

For more than 30 years, people throughout 
the neighborhood and from afar and around 
the city would come to the Country Club 
neighborhood on Christmas Eve to experience 
the glow and awe of the luminaries lining 
many of the boulevards and streets. Traveling 
up and down Sheridan Boulevard, Bradfield 
Drive, Calumet Court, Stratford Avenue and 
other festive streets, you could see hundreds 

of people either walking or slowly driving 
with their headlights dimmed enjoying the 
ambience of the season. Music would be 
playing, twinkling lights summoning the 
imaginations of both young and old while the 
beckoning luminaries lit the way.

But this luminary tradition didn’t just happen. 
As with most things, there is a story to be told. 
And now, the story...
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T
was a day in 1983 when a 
young family with five children 
moved into the stately, three-

story, yellow colonial house at the 
intersection of Bradfield Drive and 
Stratford Avenue. The John and 
Joan Campbell family had moved 
here from St. Louis and were 
quickly embraced by all of their 
new neighbors. They participated in 
neighborhood picnics, parties and 
holiday events.

Shortly after moving into their 
new home, the Campbells were 
invited to join Dr. Ralph Ludwig and 
his wife, Hope, along with several 
other neighbors for cocktails. It 
was a fun evening shared by Ray 
and Marti Lineweber, Dennis and 
Nancy Haberstick and John and 
Jan Blumer. During the course of 
the evening, the discussion turned 
to the holidays and the beautiful 
neighborhood and how in 1976 
Ray Lineweber started the annual 
tradition of decorating the trees on 
the boulevard with sparkly lights. 
Having experienced the tradition 
of the Christmas Eve luminaries in 
St. Louis, the Campbells suggested 
that Stratford Avenue do the same 
thing in addition to the already 
decorated boulevards. A new 
Stratford tradition was born! 

The idea of the luminaries for 
the upcoming 1983 Christmas 
Eve quickly took hold. The group 
used the Stratford Rag, their little 
neighborhood newsletter, to 
promote the luminaries and explain 
what would be happening—little 
white bags filled with sand and 
an eight-hour votive positioned 
in the middle of the sand would 
be delivered to every Stratford 
home by 10:00 a.m. Christmas Eve 
morning. All bags with the candles 
lit needed to be out in front of every 

house by 6 p.m. Christmas Eve. 

Everyone participated. Adults, 
children, young and old joined in! 
It became a joint neighborhood 
effort. The boulevard had already 
been decorated with beautiful 
twinkly lights and the music set to 
play. Now, bags were filled, candles 
positioned and neighbors' station 
wagons filled with their Christmas 
Eve deliveries.

 And the tradition continues to 
this day!

The memories of that first year 
remain special to the original 
founders of the Stratford luminary 
tradition. Jan Blumer recounts with 
fondness that some years were 
sunny and mild, while others had 
them working in blizzards. But 
every year, all of the candles were 
lit and the cars and walkers would 
stream down Stratford Avenue 
after dusk. One year, they made a 
math problem and counted how 
many cars passed in one minute. 
Multiplying accordingly, they 
realized that thousands of people 
enjoyed the Stratford luminaries on 
just that one night. 

Another special memory involved 
the music students who lived down 
the block. They organized a live 

performance of Christmas carols 
on the boulevard. Another time, 
a group of people in Dickens-like 
costumes strolled the avenue. And, 
of course, when the neighborhood 
children got their driver's licenses, 
there was no shortage of young 
people loading the station wagons 
with the luminaires and delivering 
them to each house. 

Unfortunately, in October 1997, a 
blizzard destroyed many of the trees 
on Stratford Avenue and, as a result, 
dimmed the holiday lights. The 
luminaries, however, have continued 
... and spread to other streets. Today 
there is hope that the boulevard will 
again be lit as Stratford Avenue has 
just been resurfaced with new curbs, 
and the boulevards will soon begin 
the installation of new landscaping. 
Will it bring back the lights? We can’t 
be sure. But what we do know is that 
the luminaries will continue.

So, boys and girls, friends and 
neighbors, this is the Christmas 
story of the luminaries and how they 
came to be. We're sure that year in 
1983 santa had something special 
for those wonderful neighbors who 
have brought so much joy to the 
neighborhood.

Thank you to Mrs. Hope Ludwig 
and to your husband, Dr. Ralph 
Ludwig, who we are sure looks 
down from heaven every Christmas 
Eve and smiles.

Thank you to Mrs. Joan Campbell 
Foote and to your husband, John 
Campbell, who is with Dr. Ludwig 
smiling down also.

And thank you to Ray and Marti 
Lineweber, John and Jan Blumer 
and Nancy Haberstick for being 
at a cocktail party in 1983 with 
some new neighbors. Together 
you all gave us the tradition of the 
Christmas Eve luminaries. 

Christmas Eve • 1983
10:00 a.m. over 3,000 

luminaries 
delivered to 
every home on 
Stratford.

6:00 p.m. over 3,000 
luminaries 
positioned and 
candles lit.

6:01 p.m. Stratford Avenue 
looked magical!

January 2017  21



3040 Summit  
Honorable Mention

2531 Marilynn  
Honorable Mention

2400 Lake  
Honorable Mention

3166 Sheridan  
Honorable Mention
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2700 Eastgate  #1 Winner

2515 Marilynn  #2 Winner

2220 Woodsdale  #3 Winner
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LSE CHORAL 
BOOSTERS
TWO CHOIRS FROM LSE WILL BE  
traveling to San Francisco over Spring Break 
to learn, perform and have fun. (The two 
groups are Court Choir, a varsity mixed 
ensemble and Queen’s Court, a women’s 
ensemble.) So, the members of those groups 
are working to raise money to help pay for 
their trips. As an alternative to selling things, 
we thought that the kids could go out into the 
community and rake yards in exchange for 
donations. We had over two dozen households 
request our service. We then had kids sign for 
several crews and headed out into the yards. 
It took us a LOT longer than we expected on 
each house so we ended up raking over several 
days. The homeowners were appreciative and 
generous. Some even provided us with cookies 
and beverages. It was a great experience and I 
think the kids had fun.

HOURS OF OPERATION 
THROUGH DECEMBER:
Mon-Thurs: 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Friday: 5:00 p.m. – Midnight
Saturday: 12:00 PM – Midnight
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 9:00 PM

HOLIDAY HOURS
Christmas Eve: 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Christmas Day: CLOSED
New Years’ Eve: 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
New Years’ Day: 12:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
LPS Weekdays Off: 12:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

HOURS OF OPERATION 
DURING JANUARY AND 
FEBRUARY:
Monday: Closed for broomball league
Tues-Wed: Closed for private parties
Thursday: 5 PM -- 9 PM
Friday: 5 PM -- Midnight
Saturday: 12:00 PM – Midnight
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 9:00 PM

A CANOPY OF FUN
The Railyard is a popular hotspot in Lincoln. During football 
season, it’s a madhouse packed with people ready to watch their 
Huskers. Now that football season has wound down, the Railyard 
has become different sort of madhouse. 

The Railyard Ice Rink opened December 2, 2016. The Ice Rink will 
host a holiday movie series featuring Christmas classics such as 
Elf, It’s a Wonderful Life, A Charlie Brown Christmas, Jingle All the 
Way and Frosty the Snowman played on the Cube (the giant TV at 
the south end of the Railyard). 

After the holidays are over, the ice rink will open for another two 
months in order for fans to get their fill of Husker basketball. 
Men’s and women’s basketball games will play on the big screen 
for people to enjoy with free admission for all ages. 

The rink will also host broomball on Monday nights in January and 
February (during which times the rink will be closed to the public). 

Birthday parties are a huge hit at the Railyard Ice Rink, and the 
Railyard offers seasonal passes for those ice skating aficionados 
to soak up the fun all winter long.
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•���Avoid�the�stress�and�hardship�of�a�move

•��Personal�one�on�one�care�and�
companionship�(we�will�love�them�and�
care�for�them�like�they�are�our�family)

•��Our�CAREGiversSM�keep�them�safe�and�
happy�in�their�own�familiar�surroundings

•��No�interruption�of�their�normal�
routine�(personal�assistance�with�daily�
activities,�errands,�accompany�them�to�
appointments�and�social�events,�etc.)

•��Comparable�cost�to�a�facility�with�added�
value�of�one�on�one�care

Before you move them,  
try our...90 Day Introductory  
Safe & Happy In-Home  
Care Program

IS CARING FOR YOUR AGING LOVED ONE WHILE TRYING TO BALANCE 
YOUR OWN LIFE KEEPING YOU STRESSED OUT, OVERWHELMED, AND 

EXHAUSTED ? ARE YOU THINKING IT MAY BE TIME TO MOVE THEM?

What If You Can Keep Them Safe and Happy at Home with Our Safe and Happy 
In-Home Care Program…And Get Your Life Back?

Grab your free report at:  

Call for more details. 

402.423.8119 
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently 

ownedand operated. ©2016 Home Instead, Inc.

KeepThemSafeandHappy.com
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$75 OFF

PLEASEMAID TO ®

Preplanned Funeral Services Available

Funeral Home - Cemetery - Park

3600 “O” Street - Lincoln, NE 68510
www.wyuka.com

W Y U K A

We’re more than just 
a Funeral Home.

1201 In� nity Court, Lincoln, NE 68512
855.379.6218 | hello@redbrush.com

Redbrush helps business people, thought leaders, entrepreneurs, and creative dynamos elevate 
their information and leverage their expertise into professionally indie-published books
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DINE IN   •    TAKE OUT    •    CATERING    •    DELIVERY

ORDER ONLINE!
cowboychicken.com

2801 Pine Lake Rd
 Lincoln, NE 68516     (402) 420-0153Buy ONE ENTREE

GET ONE Free
Offer expires 11/09/16. In-Store only. Coupon code: NN72016

WITH THE PURCHASE
OF TWO LARGE DRINKS

Limit one coupon per guest. Free entrée is of equal or lesser value of purchased entrée. Not valid with other offers.

We CATER
& DELIVER!

LLI at UNL
Curiosity never retires

olli@unl.edu  •  402-472-6265  •  olli.unl.edu
UNL does not discriminate based upon any protected status.

Opportunities for lifelong learners 50 years plus

I am OLLI.
“I have been surprised 

how OLLI has become 

such an integral and 

important part of my life.  

It has provided me with 

numerous learning and 

social opportunities and 

through serving on OLLI 

committees.”

Mary Ann Sullivan, OLLI Member

Get $10 off a new membership.  
Coupon code: NEWSLET  

Good thru June 30, 2017. Cannot be  
combined with another discount.

  www.facebook.com/olliatunl

GIVE THE GIFT OF LEARNING YEAR AROUND
Give an Osher Lifelong Learning Institute gift certificate. Gift 
certificates are available for any special occasion, at any time 
and never expire. 

OLLI is designed for lifelong learners 50 years plus. There are  
no tests and no grades. Just the joy of learning.

A mid-year membership, January through July 2017, costs just  
$50 and includes a $30 credit for a course or event.  

To purchase a gift certificate: Go online at olli.unl.edu, call 
the OLLI office at 402-472-6265, or drop by the OLLI office  
at UNL East Campus, Home Economics Building, Room 125

Registration for Term 3 begins January 9 
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 Changing lives through work with neighborhood students,
medical missions, community service, and music outreach

LOCATED CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN AND UNL CAMPUS ON 17TH  & F STREETS 

www.fpclincoln.org

QUALITY DIAMONDS • GEMSTONES 

FINE JEWELRY • WE BUY GOLD

3 locations
2901 Pine Lake Rd - 420-0619

3111 ‘O’ St. - 474-6044
Wolfcreek Plaza in Bellevue

WATCH
BATTERY

$595
Most Watches
Limit 2

2901 Pine Lake location only.
With coupon. Expries 1/1/2017.

Sharp knives make
meal prep a breeze.

Be Sharp
Knife Sharpening Service
24-hour turn around. 
Great prices. 
Expert service.

Call today 402.802.8921.
Check us out on Facebook.
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DOTTING OUR LANDSCAPE WITH  
color, form, and light, you don’t have 
to look far to find an inspiring piece 
of public art in Lincoln. With over 
150 pieces placed throughout our 
community, the city’s collection is a 
reflection of our history, growing and 
evolving over time. From traditional 
pieces like the bronze Buffalo at 
Pioneers Park (George Gaudet, 1930), 
to the most recent addition of Harvest 
in the West Haymarket (Ed Carpenter, 
2016), our collection has something 
for everyone.

What piece of art makes you pause in 
wonder? Do the brilliant colors of Jun 
Kaneko’s Ascent brighten your mood? 
Or do the bricks in Ground Water 
Colossus make your mind dance? To 
learn more about the pieces that bring 

you joy, or to find your new favorite, 
visit the public art digital archive at 
publicart.artscene.org and explore all 
that Lincoln has to offer. The site, created 
by the Lincoln Arts Council, is a catalog 
of Lincoln’s public art. Allowing you to 
view the collection, locate art based on 
location so you can find art near you. 
You can even add to the archive by 
uploading your own photos.

Would you like to get more involved 

with the collection & help bring major 
works of art to our neighborhoods? 
Lincoln Partners for Public Art 
Development (LPPAD), a non-profit 
fund of the Lincoln Community 
Foundation, is dedicated to doing just 
that. Visit LPPAD at lincolnpublicart.
org to learn more. We’re on our way to 
having a public art collection of national 
prominence. Come, join the fun, and 
enjoy the art along the way!

ART IN 
YOUR CITY
Lori Thomas 
Lincoln Partners for  
Public Art Development

“All truly great cities have  
great public art. In many  
cases, a piece of art becomes 
a recognizable symbol of  
that city. Lincoln is rapidly 
building a fabulous collection 
of quality public art.”

- Robert Duncan, Duncan Aviation 

Map of public art in Lincoln, 
NE along with details found at: 
publicart.artscene.org/map/

Harvest 
by Ed Carpenter 
West Haymarket
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GUINNESS BEEF STEW
Ingredients:

• 3 tablespoons  
olive oil

• 2 medium onions,  
rough chopped

• 2 celery sticks,  
rough chopped

• 2 medium carrots, rough chopped
• 2 bay leaves
• 1/2 teaspoon dried sage (or thyme)
• 1 pound stew beef, cubed into 1-inch 

pieces (chuck or bottom round)
• 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
• 16 ounces ale, Guinness or stout
• 14.5 ounces canned diced tomatoes
• 2 teaspoons brown sugar
• 1 teaspoon salt
• 1 teaspoon ground black pepper

Directions: 
1. Preheat oven to 350-degrees F.
2. In a Dutch oven or heavy bottomed 

oven-proof pot with tight fitting 
lid, heat olive oil over medium heat. 
Add chopped onions, celery, carrots, 
bay leaves and sage; cook, stirring 
occasionally for about 10 minutes.

3. Add cubed beef, sprinkle in flour 
and stir to combine. Cook, stirring 
for about 30 seconds. Stir in ale, 
canned tomatoes, brown sugar, salt 
and pepper. Stir to combine. Bring 
to a boil.

4. Stir, remove from heat, cover and 
transfer to 350-degree F oven. Cook 
for 3 hours, until meat is tender. 
Remove lid and continue to cook for 
an additional 20 minutes. Remove 
bay leaves before serving. 

LOADED SMASHED 
SWEET POTATOES
Ingredients:

• 2 strips thick bacon
• 3 large sweet potatoes, 

cut into quarters
• ¼ cup olive oil
• ½ cup sour cream
• 4 ounces cheddar 

cheese, grated
• Fresh chives
• Salt and pepper

Directions:
1. Cook bacon until crispy, either in a 

skillet or baked in the oven. Once 
the bacon is crispy, let cool and chop 
into bits for topping. Set aside.

2. Preheat oven to 350ºF. Cut off the 
ends of the sweet potatoes, then cut 
them into quarters. Pour olive oil on 
a baking sheet and rub potatoes on 
both sides to coat. Sprinkle potatoes 
with salt and pepper.

3. Bake potato pieces for 25-30 minutes 
until they are fork tender. Then let 
cool briefly until you can handle 
them.

4. Use a small plate to smash each 
potato down a bit. Return smashed 
potatoes to baking sheet.

5. Bake smashed potatoes a second 
time for 10 minutes to crisp them up 
a bit.

6. Remove potatoes from oven and top 
with sour cream, shredded cheese, 
crispy bacon bits, and fresh chives.

MINT OREO TRUFFLES
Ingredients:

• 1 (15.25 oz) package  
Mint Creme Oreos

• 8 ounces (224g) 
cream cheese,  
softened to room  
temperature

• 12 ounces high quality semi-sweet 
chocolate

• Optional: sprinkles and green candy 
melts

Directions: 
1. Process the Oreos (the entire 

cookies, filling and cookie) in a food 
processor or blender. Pulse until 
crumbs are formed.

2. Using a hand-held or stand mixer 
fitted with a paddle attachment, beat 
the Oreo crumbs with the cream 
cheese until combined. The mixture 
will be thick and sticky. 

3. Using your hands, roll into 30-35 
balls. Place balls on two large plates, 
a parchment paper lined baking 
sheet, or a silicone mat-lined baking 
sheet. Freeze the truffles for about 
30 minutes. (Freezing the balls is the 
most important step of this recipe. 
If they are not cold and solid, the 
melted chocolate will not coat the 
balls properly.)

4. Coarsely chop the chocolate and 
melt according to package directions. 
Working with 1 truffle at a time, coat 
in chocolate (drop the truffle in the 
middle of the melted chocolate. Swirl 
the chocolate all around it with a 
fork. Pick up the truffle with a fork - 
do not pierce it, simply pick it up on 
top of the fork's prongs. Tap the fork 
on the edge of the bowl to allow the 
excess chocolate to drip off). Place 
on a lined baking sheet. Top with 
sprinkles while chocolate is wet or 
drizzle with the melted green candy 
melts, if using.

5. Refrigerate truffles for at least 10 
minutes so the chocolate sets. Truffles 
must always be chilled and will stay 
fresh for up to 5 days in the refrigerator.

FRESH FLAVORS
The holidays have come to a close, but unfortunately, the 
cold weather is here to stay. The bright side of the cold 
weather is the comfort food! Here are a few easy recipes to 
help you keep you warm during the brutal winter months. 
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Dr. Rodney Basler Dr. Gina L. Weir

2625 Stockwell
Lincoln NE

402-421-3335
www.southlincolnderm.com

Advanced Skin Care in the Neighborhood

Lincoln Real Estate Outlook 2016
     • Rising Prices
     • Low Inventory

What’s Your Lincoln Home Worth?
For an instant FREE private report, 

go to:
 www.gaildurkin.remaxagent.com

Gail Durkin
RE/MAX Real Estate Concepts 

402.441.4121
gaildurkin@remax.net

Thinking of 
buying 

or selling 
a home?

Consult 
an Expert!

For all the black tie events you

have throughout the year.

6891 A Street | Lincoln, NE 68510

402.489.7771

Get your message across, 
with an ad in Focal Point.
Email hello@focalpointlincoln.com for details.
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SPRING HAS A WAY OF 
CREEPING UP ON YOU

It might not seem like the biting winds and gray skies 
will ever go away, but trust us, they will. Soon. And 

when they do, they'll leave behind lawns in desperate 
need of attention. With Ray's, your springtime can be 

spent lounging on your lawn, not tending to it.

CONTACT US TODAY!

402.476.8614
rayslawn.com 
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You work hard all day and  
deserve freedom from cleaning. 
Don't come home to a second job, 
let us do your dirty work!

You’ve earned it.

  FreedomCleaningSolutions      402-430-1731

• Family owned and operated

• We specialize in residential, 
commercial/office, new 
construction, move in/move 
out, home staging cleans, 
gyms, and medical offices 

• Free estimates, no obligation

• Insured and bonded for your 
piece of mind

Our mission is to provide 
solutions to your cleaning 
needs. Flexible and affordable 
options designed specially for 
you and your budget!

FREEDOM CLEANING SOLUTIONS
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EAT FIT GOals
Be the person who keeps their resolution

Fresh, healthy meals on the go.

More info on Eat Fit Go can be found at www.eatfitgo.com

2901 S 84th ST. Suite 2 | Lincoln, NE 68506 | 402.875.2728

• Men/Women/Children Cuts
• Updos 
• Blowouts 
• Perms 
• Colors 
• Balayage 
• Ombre 
• Hair Extensions 
• Smoothing Treatments 
• Facial Waxing  

• Manicures
• Pedicures
• Shellac Nails
• Massages
• Facial
• Eye Lash Extensions
• Spray Tanning 
• Body Waxing  

1250 Infinity Court, Suite 1 | 402.423.5668

2300 Kimarra Place Ste. 4 • Lincoln, NE 68521 • 402.435.6677
fmflooring@windstream.net • Fisher-Moserflooring.com

Follow us on Facebook 

tile • wood • vinyl plank • dietra heated floors • carpet • sheet vinyl • custom zero entry shower pans
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THIS YEAR, SILVERHAWK AVIATION, 
located at the Lincoln Airport, will be 
celebrating their 25th year in business, 
specializing in aircraft  aviation, repair, 
and fueling. Th e company began in 
Seward, but growth drove them to 
eventually expand to Crete. Th eir 
business continued to boom and take 
off , which allowed Silverhawk to take 
the leap to Lincoln in the late 90’s and 
settle into their current location.

President of Silverhawk Aviation, 
Mike Gerdes, and Director of Business 
Development, Schuyler Risk explain 
that their operation is unique because 
of its ability to encompass every 
segment of aviation. Th is can be broken 
down into four primary categories:

1. Aircraft Charter: Silverhawk 
provides on-demand aircraft  charter 
with access to more than 5,000 
airports across North America and 
the Caribbean. Th e growing fl eet 
of aircraft s off er the versatility to 
complete any fl ight that clients need, 
statewide and nationwide.

2. Aircraft Maintenance: 
Silverhawk Aviation is one of 
the most respected aviation 
maintenance facilities in the 
Midwest. Th ey inspect and repair 
aircraft s ranging from midsized 

jets to single-engine Cessnas. 
Silverhawk Aviation is a world 
leader in Beechcraft  King Air 
maintenance and upgrades, giving 
owners increased performance and 
enhanced value in their aircraft .

3. Aircraft Avionics: Aviation 
technology is constantly evolving, 
providing pilots with more and 
more technology for safer fl ight. 
Th e avionics department at 
Silverhawk works closely with 
aircraft  owners and pilots to 
install, upgrade, and repair fl ight 
instruments in order to provide 
the latest advances in safety and 
customer comfort.

4. Fueling: Th e mid-continental 
location of Silverhawk in Lincoln 
makes it an ideal fuel stop for 
aircraft  fl ying across the country.

Although business will take him all 
over the country, Mike’s favorite part 
about being with Silverhawk Aviation is 
being a little closer to home. He explains 
that the joy of working in Lincoln 
lies with the opportunity to “work 
with people like ourselves: honest, 
hard-working, and friendly.” With 
just under 80 employees, this speaks 
for Silverhawk’s ability to fi nd people 
that embody their culture. Being from 

Johnson, Nebraska, 
Mike values the 
people in the 
Lincoln community 
and says that many 
of Silverhawk’s staff  
are “Midwesterners 
who grew-up in 
Nebraska and love 
aviation.”

Although many members of the staff  
have local roots, a job with Silverhawk 
may take them anywhere. Mike notes 
how this can lead to some unique 
experiences. “In the winter when we 
fl y clients from the upper Midwest, 
which could be at -20 degrees, to 
destinations in the southern US or the 
Caribbean, where it is 80 degrees, we 
will sometimes see temperature swings 
of 100 degrees or more.”

Silverhawk Aviation serves a wide 
range of clientele in every profession, 
and some require privacy that leads 
to special circumstances. “During 
high-profi le coaching searches, we 
have sometimes needed to enplane 
and deplane the coaching candidates 
at remote locations on the airport or 
in hangars to protect their privacy.” 
With over 110,000 fl ight hours and 
over 3 million miles fl own over 25 
years, chances are the fl ight staff  at 
Silverhawk have seen it all.

Still, for Mike and Schuyler, it isn’t 
about the exotic experiences. For them, 
going into the aviation industry was 
simply about helping the people they 
do business with.

LINCOLN SPOTLIGHT
Silverhawk Aviation

“We have stayed with 
it because we see the 
positive impact we 
have on people’s lives.”
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Weʼre one of Inc. Magazineʼs 50 Best Workplaces, 
but weʼre great to work with too. 

That, plus our combination of services equals 
a better day at the o�ce for you. To experience 
awesome, visit �respring.com.
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THE OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING 
Institute at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, otherwise unknown as OLLI at 
UNL, is an adult learning membership 
program designed for men and women 
age 50 years plus. This year, OLLI 
will celebrate 25 years of providing 
stimulating classes in Lincoln and 
surrounding communities. 

More than 1,500 adults have said 
"yes" to OLLI at UNL and are enjoying 
dozens of courses, events, trips and 
travel, and many other member-only 
opportunities. No one is a stranger for 
long at OLLI. Everyone who joins has 
the same desire to learn in the company 
of peers and friendships are made 
easily. 

With more than 190 courses offered 
in five-terms throughout the year, there 
is a wide range of topics from which to 
choose. Typically, courses are six-weeks 
long, 90 minutes per meeting, once per 
week. Shorter courses and one-time 
classes are also available. Best of all, 
there are no tests and no grades. 

A $50 mid-year membership is a 
bargain and includes a $30 credit 
toward a course or event.

Term 3 runs from January 23 through 
March 4, 2017.

Course Examples
Courses are taught by University 

of Nebraska professors and emeritus 
professors, as well as other scholars and 
professionals from the community. 

To celebrate Nebraska’s 150th 
anniversary of statehood, OLLI is 
offering classes, trips and events tied 
to Nebraska’s history. OLLI’s theme is 
“Out of Many, One Nebraska.” And 
course, there will be many more classes 
on a variety of subjects. 

Here are a few examples of courses 
being offer in Term 3: 

• “New Seductive Scamming, 
Fleecing and Deliberate Deceptions” 
will bring together representatives 
of agencies and organizations that 
deal with new and various scams, 
frauds and schemes.

• “Mari Sandoz: Preserving and 
Remaking Her Legacy” explores 
the life and work of this Nebraska 
author.

• “Race: The Power of an Illusion” 
tackles the theory of race by tracing 
the idea back to its origin as a social 
construct, not a biological fact.

• “Taking Control of Your 
Financial Future” is designed to 
help individual comprehend the 
principles for successful retirement.

• “The Cutting Edge of Medicine,” 
presented by six Lincoln physicians, 
will increase your understanding 
about some of the hottest topics in 
medicine.

• “Samurai: Men of War, Men 
of Peace” examines the unique 
cultural contributions of Japan’s 
famous warrior class.

Special Interest Groups
An OLLI Special Interest Group is a 

group of members who have a hobby or 
special interest in a particular topic and 
want to share experiences with others. 
OLLI members do not need to register 
and there are no fees to participate. New 
groups are forming all the time. Special 
interest groups range from topics on 
the German language, international 
affairs, politics, meditation, science and 
technology, book clubs and more. 

Get a Catalog
Get the latest catalog and check out 

all that OLLI at UNL has to offer by 
calling the OLLI

FEATURED BUSINESS
What is OLLI at UNL?
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JANUARY
12 Days of Downtown Lincoln
Sunday, January 1
Th e 12 Days of Downtown Lincoln are 
illuminated for the holiday season. Each 
December, fi ve golden rings, two turtle 
doves, a partridge in a pear tree and more are 
lit up and displayed at various locations. Find 
all 12 scattered around the P Street District, 
O Street and the Haymarket District for the 
perfect holiday photo-op.
Where: Haymarket District
When: Time varies 
Cost: FREE

Cabin Fever Antique Show
Saturday, January 7
Come out to the Lancaster Event Center for 
one of Lincoln’s fi nest antique shows! For just 
$4, browse some of Lincoln’s best antiques. 
Where: Lancaster Event Center, 4100 N. 84th 
Street
When: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Cost: $4.00 Admission

Aaron Holz Solo Exhibition 
“Portraits”
Tuesday, January 10
For over a decade, Aaron Holz has worked 
with portraiture. Principally using friends 
and family as subjects, Holz’s portraits 
display an uncanny likeness of character 
while creating paintings that are as much 
about description as they are process. Th is 
exhibition is a public celebration of the 
completion of Graham Kiechel’s portrait and 
it is also an opportunity to publically view 
commissioned works for the fi rst time.
Where: Kiechel Fine Art, 1208 O Street
When: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Cost: FREE

Mothers & Sons
Friday, January 20
At turns funny and powerful, Mothers 
and Sons portrays a woman who pays an 
unexpected visit to the New York apartment 
of her late son’s partner, who is now 
married to another man and has a young 
son. Challenged to face how society has 
changed around her, generations collide as 
she revisits the past and begins to see the life 
her son might have led. Th is is a timely and 
provocative play that explores our evolving 
understanding of family in today’s world.
Where: Lincoln Community Playhouse, 
2500 S. 56th Street
When: 7:30 PM
Cost: $25.00 Adults, $15.00 Students

Railyard Ice Rink Skating
Tuesday, January 24
Th e Railyard Ice Rink is a seasonal outdoor 
ice skating rink that has become a special 
wintertime tradition. Come with your family 
and friends to skate and enjoy a hot beverage 
or a bite to eat from any of the Public Market 
or Railyard businesses. Th e Railyard Ice 
Rink is open seven days a week, with private 
party rentals, group rates and gift  certifi cates 
available to purchase.
Where: Th e Railyard Lincoln, 350 Canopy Street
When: 5:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Cost: FREE

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella
Friday, January 27
RODGERS + HAMMERSTEIN’S 
CINDERELLA IS THE TONY AWARD®-
WINNING Broadway musical from the 
creators of Th e Sound of Music and South 
Pacifi c that’s delighting audiences with 
its contemporary take on the classic tale. 
Th is lush production features an incredible 
orchestra and jaw-dropping transformations, 
plus some surprising new twists!
Where: Th e Lied Center for Performing Arts, 
12th and R Street
When: 7:30 PM
Cost: TBA

Lincoln Stars vs. Fargo Force
Saturday, January 28
Come out to the Ice Box and watch the Stars 
take on the Force for a little Saturday night 
family fun!
Where: Th e Ice Box, 1880 Transformation 
Drive
When: 7:05 PM
Cost: $16.50-$50.00

FEBRUARY
Thank You for Being a Friend
Thursday, February 2
Blanch, Dorthea, Roz and Sophia are all 
here in this wisecracking golden musical 
comedy complete with a wicker-fi lled Miami 
bungalow where the girls are content with 
their retirement. But when pop superstar 
Ricky Martin moves next door, his loud 
outdoor escapades shake-up their normal 
“aff airs” and soon the quartet of cheesecake-
loving retirees fi nd themselves in an all-out 
comical brawl at the annual Shady Oaks 
Retirement Home Talent Show where 
singing, dancing and comedy ensues. Don’t 
miss this “live” episode making its Lincoln 
debut.
Where: Th e TADA Th eatre, 701 P Street
When: 7:30 PM
Cost: TBA

Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra 
presents Baileys & Brahms
Saturday, February 4
Th e Washington Post says Zuill Bailey’s 
cello playing is “as rich as melted chocolate.” 
Bailey joins LSO for a performance of 
Dvořák’s transcendent Cello Concerto in B 
Minor. Th e concert closes with Brahms’ fi nal 
symphony, his Symphony No.4 in E minor, 
with allusions to Beethoven and Bach, whose 
works he studied. Join us for a hot chocolate 
bar, complete with Baileys for adults!
Where: Th e Lied Center for Performing Arts, 
12th and R Street
When: 7:30 PM

What’s 
Happening

31st Annual Chocolate Lover’s Fantasy
Saturday, January 14
On Saturday, January 14th, 2017, Th e Historic Haymarket will be fi lled 
with the sweet smell of chocolate from! Th e 31st Annual Chocolate 
Lover’s Fantasy fundraising event brings professional & local chefs 
together with chocolate connoisseurs, to raise money for Th e Historic 
Haymarket District!
Where: Haymarket District
When: 7:00 PM
Cost: $35.00

38  A Focal Point Publication



Cost: $15.00-$30.00 Adults, $10.00 College 
Students

Jeff  Dunham Perfectly 
Unbalanced
Friday, February 10
International comedy sensation Comic/
Ventriloquist Jeff  Dunham has performed 
in front of sold-out audiences worldwide 
showcasing the undeniable power of induced 
laughter. Dunham along with his cast of 
hilarious characters are set to embark on 
the second leg of their hugely successful 
“Perfectly Unbalanced” Tour. Th e show is 
packed with new surprises and old favorites. 
Where: Pinnacle Bank Arena, 400 Pinnacle 
Arena Drive
When: 8:00 PM
Cost: $37.50-$49.50 Adults, Free for Children 
2 & Under

Investigate: Second Saturday 
Science Lab
Saturday, February 11
Join us in the science lab at Morrill Hall to 
investigate the topic ‘Veterinary Science’.
Where: Morrill Hall, 14th and Vine Street
When: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Cost: Free with regular museum admission

Into The Woods
Thursday, February 16
Venture back Into the Woods with the 
TONY AWARD®-WINNING musical 
classic mounted with boundless imagination 
by New York’s Fiasco Th eater. Including 
dazzling songs like “Children Will Listen” 
and “No One Is Alone,” this extraordinary 
musical explores the power of wishes and 
what really happens aft er they come true.
Where: Th e Lied Center for Performing Arts, 
12th and R Street
When: 7:30 PM
Cost: TBA

Exit Laughing
Saturday, February 18
When the biggest highlight in your life for 
the past 30 years has been your weekly bridge 
night out with the “girls,” what do you do 
when one of your foursome inconveniently 
dies? If you’re Connie, Leona and Millie, three 
southern ladies from Birmingham, you do 
the most daring thing you’ve ever done. You 
steal the ashes from the funeral home for one 
last card game, and the wildest, most exciting 
night of your lives involves a police raid and 
a whole new way of looking at all the fun you 
can have when you’re truly living.
Where: Lincoln Community Playhouse, 2500 
S. 56th Street
When: 2:00 PM
Cost: $25.00 Adults, $15.00 Students

Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are in 
a Play”
Wednesday, February 22
Get ready for a musical experience straight 
from the pages of Mo Willems’ beloved 
and award-winning children’s books. 
Elephant Gerald and Piggie sing and dance 
their way through pachydermal peril and 
swiney suspense. Direct to Lincoln from the 
Kennedy Center, you’ll be doing the “Flippy 
Floppy Floory” dance all night long!
Where: Th e Lied Center for Performing Arts, 
12th and R Street
When: 7:00 PM
Cost: TBA

Little Ladies Date Night
Friday, February 24
Calling all dads, grandpas, papas, uncles, big 
brothers or any guys who have a special little 
lady that deserves a fun night out. You’ll 
make memories to last a lifetime as you 
build, create, learn, and play with that girl 
who holds a special place in your heart.
Where: Lincoln Children’s Museum, 1420 P 
Street
When: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Cost: Members: $20.00 per couple, $5.00 
extra little lady, Nonmembers: $30.00 per 
couple, $10.00 extra little lady

MARCH
MAMMA MIA!
Friday, March 3
A mother, a daughter and 3 possible dads. 
And a trip down the aisle you’ll never forget! 
Have the time of your life at this smash-hit 
musical that combines ABBA’s greatest hits, 
including “Dancing Queen,” “S.O.S.,” “Take 
A Chance on Me” and “Th e Winner Takes It 
All,” with an enchanting tale of love, laughter 
and friendship.
Where: Th e Lied Center for Performing Arts, 
12th and R Street
When: 7:30 PM
Cost: TBA

Lincoln Stars vs. Team USA
Friday, March 10
Come out to watch the Lincoln Stars take on 
Team USA!
Where: Th e Ice Box, 1880 Transformation 
Drive
When: 7:35 PM
Cost: $16.50-$50.00

Superhero Day
Saturday, March 11
Heroes, real and imaginary, will visit Lincoln 
Children’s Museum on Superhero Day. Meet 
all of your favorites, including Batman, 

Superman, Captain America, popular 
princesses, and more!
Where: Lincoln Children’s Museum, 1420 P 
Street
When: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Cost: Free for members, regular admission 
for nonmembers

The All-American Boys Chorus
Tuesday, March 14
Th e All-American Boys Chorus regularly 
appears with entertainment’s top performers 
including recent events with Josh Groban, 
Tony Bennett, the Vienna Boys Choir and 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic. With a vast 
musical repertoire that spans from classical 
masterpieces to pop music, come see 
America’s most beloved boys choir.
Where: Th e Lied Center for Performing Arts, 
12th and R Street
When: 7:30 PM
Cost: $24.00 Regular, $12 Student

Sesostris Shrine Circus
Wednesday, March 15
72nd Annual Shrine Circus!
Where: Lancaster Event Center, 4100 N. 84th 
Street
When: 7:00 PM
Cost: $15.00-$17.00
Snow White
Friday, March 24
In addition to our annual Nutcracker 
production, Lincoln Midwest Ballet 
Company presents a spring ballet every 
few years. In 2012, Cinderella joined Snow 
White as one of the Lincoln Midwest 
Ballet Company’s rotating spring ballet 
productions, and this season LMBC will 
again present the delightful ballet Snow 
White.
Where: North Star High School, 5801 N. 
33rd Street
When: TBA
Cost: TBA

Mr. Popper’s Penguins
Friday, March 31
It is hard enough for Mr. Popper, a simple 
painter, to support his family. Th e addition 
of 12 penguins makes it impossible to make 
both ends meet - until Mr. Popper has a 
splendid idea. He will turn the talented 
penguins into a traveling vaudevillle act! 
And that’s exactly what he does. Th e entire 
family will delight in the adventures of Mr. 
Popper and his performing feathered friends.
Where: Lincoln Community Playhouse, 2500 
S. 56th Street
When: 7:30 PM
Cost: $15.00
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If you have a nagging feeling that your home’s foundation might have moved,  
check out the Top 7 Warning Signs at bit.ly/7warningsigns. 

At Epp Concrete we pride ourselves on making sure you have all the information you need to make 
the best decision when it comes to your home. That’s why we highlight all things concrete on our blog. 

Did you know?
Sticking doors and windows are a sign  
that your foundation may have shifted.

Foundation Repair | Waterproofing | New Construction | Window Wells | Mudjacking

402-423-9192 | EppConcrete.com 
3128 South 6th Street | Lincoln, Nebraska 68502

Proudly Serving Nebraska Since 1994

Construction Inc.


