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At Tabitha we focus on enhancing the dignity, 

independence, and well-being of older adults. Our 

continuum of services range from supportive 

companionship, personalized at-home assistance,  

 and exceptional rehabilitation, to innovative  

 living communities, advanced health care 

services, and compassionate hospice support. 

When you have questions about elder care,  

Tabitha is the answer.

4720 Randolph, lincoln, nE 68510   |   402.486.8520   |   www.TabiTha.oRg

Motivated by christian compassion, Tabitha serves seniors, their families,  
and caregivers as a unified resource for comprehensive Elder care.
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Where can  
you turn  
when you  
have 

about  
Elder Care?

Evening appointments available!
New Patients welcome!

402-434-3370 • www.womensclinicoflincoln.com

Your Best 
Whitening Option 

402.489.7806
smilesbydesign-ne.com

4525 S 86th St

Whitening Menu
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2006-2008 CCNA Board 
President

Linda Wibbels, 2740 Royal Court

Vice President

Bob Beecham, 2925 O’Reilly

Secretary

Rifka Keilson, 2827 South 27th 

Treasurer

Jim Pattavina, 2828 Sheridan Boulevard

Membership

Carrie Knight, 2525 Lafayette

Ex Officio President

Mary Lynn Schaffer, 2601 Lafayette

Board Members

Doug Ayars, 3024 Bonacum

Doug Chritton, 2435 Park Avenue

Susan Hallbeck, 2701 Stratford Avenue

Lori Haudrich, 3215 South 31st

Stephen Haudrich, 3215 South 31st

Barney Helton, 2301 Ryons

Dick Johnson, 3025 Bonacum

Bill Norris, 2832 Manse Avenue

Joyce Norris, 2832 Manse Avenue

Paul Vaccaro, 3500 South 27th Street

Susan Vaccaro, 3500 South 27th Street

Thank you for serving your

neighborhood!

CCNA CHRONICLE Staff
Designer. . . . . . . A to Z Printing, 477-0815
Community Resources . . . . Linda Wibbels

423-8923
Features. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Staff & 

Interested CCNA Members
History. . . . . . . . . . Julie Enersen, 475-9988
Advertising. . . . . . . . . Kay Hesse, 489-6346

Members and readers who have questions, com-
ments or suggestions may call the individual(s)
responsible for the area(s) of concern.

The CCNA CHRONICLE is the official publication of
the Country Club Neighborhood Association
(CCNA). The CCNA CHRONICLE is published three
times a year by the CCNA and every address in the
CCNA boundaries is mailed a copy. Statements of
fact and opinion made are the responsibility of the
authors alone and do not imply an opinion on the
part of the officers or members of CCNA. While this
publication makes a reasonable effort to establish
the integrity of its advertisers, it does not endorse
advertised products or services unless specifically
stated as such. All correspondence regarding this
publication should be directed to: Country Club
Neighborhood Association, Attn: CHRONICLE
Editor, PO Box 21953, Lincoln, NE 68542.

CCNA

BOUNDARY

MAP

Animal Complaints. . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7900
Buried Lines. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477-0547
City Council Representatives. . . . . 441-7515
Crime Stoppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 475-3600
Household Hazardous Waste. . . . . 441-8022
Housing Codes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7785
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . 441-7511, 441-6300
Neighborhood Watch.. . . . . . . . . . . 441-7204
Parks and Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7847
Quality of Life (24 hour anonymous com-

plaints, suggestions) . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6300
Sidewalks (repair, shovel, etc.) . . . 441-7541
Weed Problems.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7817
Zoning Violations.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7521

Visit www.ccnalinc.org to find:
• CCNA Business Directory
• A CCNA boundary map
• Links to other community organizations
• Read past issues of the Chronicle

• See By-Laws

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Advertise in your neighborhood newsletter,
The CCNA Chronicle reaches over 2,400 households.

Business card ad:
CCNA members $30
CCNA non-members $40
Non-resident, non-members $50

Half page ad:
CCNA members $150
CCNA non-members $175
Non-resident, non-members $225

Full page ad:
CCNA members $300
CCNA non-members $325
Non-resident, non-members $375

Contact: Kay Hesse at 489-6346

Important Phone Numbers

CCNA 
Boundary Map

Country Club
   Neighborhood Association

2012-13 Board
President
Justin Carlson, 3065 Sheridan Boulevard
jpcliz@msn.com 

Vice Presidents
Lisa Sypal, 3040 Puritan Avenue
lisasypal@yahoo.com

Tim Gergen, 3038 Jackson Drive
tgergen@oaconsulting.com  
 
Linda Brown, 3128 Cedar Avenue
runnerlinda@gmail.com

Secretary
Rifka Keilson, 2827 South 27th Street
rifka.keilson@woodsbros.com

Treasurer
Ron Tucker, 2710 Woodscrest Avenue
ron@expresscareclinic.org 

Financial Committee
Ron Tucker, 2710 Woodscrest Avenue

ron@expresscareclinic.org

Communications and Membership
Will Stahn, 2554 Woodsdale Boulevard
wstahn1999@yahoo.com

Alice Epstein, 3144 Sheridan Boulevard
aepstein@neb.rr.com

Parks and Beautification
Linda Wibbels, 2740 Royal Court
linda.wibbels@woodsbros.com 

Linda Brown, 3128 Cedar Avenue
runnerlinda@gmail.com

Social Activites
Lisa Sypal, 3040 Puritan Avenue
lisasypal@yahoo.com

Kay Maxwell, 3045 Puritan Avenue
bmaxwell@neb.rr.com

Community Relations 
Sue Van Horn, 2840 Winthrop Road
d-svanhorn@neb.rr.com

CCNA Chronicle Editor
Paige Yowell 
pyowell@huskers.unl.edu

Thank you for serving your neighborhood!

CCNA Chronicle Publishing Schedule
February, May, August, November

The CCNA Chronicle is the official publication of the Country 
Club Neighborhood Association (CCNA).  The CCNA Chronicle 
is published four times a year by the CCNA and every address 
in the CCNA boundaries is mailed a copy.  Statements of 
fact and opinion made are the responsibility of the authors 
alone and do not imply an opinion on the part of the officers 
or members of CCNA.  While this publication makes a 
reasonable effort to establish the integrity of its advertisers, it 
does not specifically endorse advertised products or services 
unless specifically stated as such.  All correspondence 
regarding this publication should be directed to:  Country 
Club Neighborhood Association, Attn:  CHRONICLE Editor, 
PO Box 21953, Lincoln, NE 68542.

www.ccnalinc.org
info@ccnalinc.org

Advertise in your neighborhood newsletter
The CCNA Chronicle reaches over 2,400 households.

Please call for details.
Jarod Griess

402-984-4203
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President’s Message
 

Kindergarten Here We Come

I still cannot believe it, but we will be having 
our first school-aged child this August.  Oh my 
how time flies!  Soon we will be held captive 
by the Lincoln Public Schools calendar and 
begin reacquainting ourselves with words like 
“Curriculum”, “PTO” and “Friday Folders” (Do 
they still have those?)  We will need to learn 
what the heck a PLC day is and adjust our 
schedules accordingly.  Change can be fun and 

I am very excited for my Kindergartener.  I feel lucky to be in such a strong 
neighborhood that contains some of best schools in Lincoln.   We are one of 
the only areas of town where kids still regularly walk to school.  I have many 
fond memories of walking to Prescott Elementary.  Meeting not only kids my 
same age, but some of the “big kids” a few years older than me, many that I 
still see around town and know today.  Even our occasionally mischievous 
pranks or snowball fights still bring a smile to my face.  

The back to school season is a time of year that highlights some important 
reminders for us as neighbors.  We need to be more aware of the additional 
traffic whether it be more pedestrians or vehicles.  We need to remind 
ourselves how important it is to respect the school zone flashing lights, slow 
down and  keep an eye out for other safety concerns in the neighborhood.   
We also need to be willing to share those concerns with the Neighborhood 
Association and, if necessary, the Lincoln Police Department.   Keeping our 
kids safe is a top priority. 

As adults we rarely get the chance to have that fresh start like the first day 
of school.  Don’t you remember what it was like meeting new friends and 
learning new things as a kid?  You can still do that today by getting involved 
in your local community.  If you are interested in meeting some new 
neighbors and some of the “old big kids” in the neighborhood, we hope you 
consider joining us.  All CCNA neighbors are welcome and we would love 
to have you.  Our upcoming meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. at Irving Rec 
Center on September 18th, October 16 and November 20th.  

On behalf of the CCNA Board of Directors we hope you enjoy this quarter’s 
newsletter.  

See you around the neighborhood!

Justin

CC
NA By Justin Carlson, CCNA President
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A Message from FocalPoint Publishing
FocalPoint Neighborhood Magazines provides community-specific 
magazines for 19 Lincoln neighborhoods. We are locally owned, and are 
proud to work with the finest neighborhoods and businesses in Lincoln. 
The advertisers in this magazine allow us to publish and circulate the 
magazine at no cost to your neighborhood. We encourage you to 
keep our advertisers in mind and use their services throughout the 
community as a thank you! View the list of advertisers in the back of 
the magazine for a guide. 

Magazine content is provided by your neighborhood Homeowners 
Association Board. We welcome your thoughts and input, and 
appreciate new ideas for stories, recipes, holiday traditions, arts and 
crafts and other topics you would like to see featured. We aim to 
provide information that is useful and relevant to you, so your feedback 
is important. Please email ccnamagazine@gmail.com to submit your 
idea for the next publication! 

Advertising Sales | Publisher   
Jarod Griess
402- 984-4203 |  neighborhoodlife@yahoo.com

Graphic Design 
Katie Sterkel 
402-984-1086  |  ccnamagazine@gmail.com

467-4848
740 S. 48th Street ・ Lincoln NE
www.PrecisionRainOnline.com

50% OFF 
Mid Season Check

(Reg. $65.00) Expires 9/15/12

Quality ・ Reliability ・ Value 

Steam Clean
Whole House*
*Up to 1500 SF of carpeting
Expires 9/15/12 $179.95

Reg. $279.95

(402)  580-6689
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CC
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Last December was the first CCNA Holiday Fun Run.  Runners – some serious and 
some not – did a 5K run through the neighborhood starting and ending at The 
Country Club of Lincoln. After the 5K Run, festivities took place at The Country 
Club and you did not have to run to participate.  

Save the date for the Second Annual CCNA Holiday Fun Run.  Look for more 
information on the CCNA website starting in October.

For more information contact Linda Brown at 402-525-6000 or 
runnerlinda@gmail.com

2nd Annual Holiday Fun Run Announcement

Fall Meeting Schedule

7:00 PM, Irving Rec Center, 22nd and Van Dorn
3rd Tuesday of the month

September 18th, October 16th, November 20th

Everyone invited to bring your ideas and suggestions.  CCNA will be working on its Long Range Plan for the 
entire neighborhood.  

We need and welcome your input and participation at these meetings.

CC
NA

CC
NA

Your Neighborhood Association depends on your dues in order to maintain and improve the quality of the entire neighborhood.  If 
you have not yet paid your 2012 dues, please clip the statement below and mail today.  We thank you for your support!
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Girl Scout Troop 20151 is made up of girls from Lincoln Southwest 
and Lincoln High. The girls have all been involved in scouting for at 
least 10 years and are working to earn the money for a trip to one of 
the World Centers of Scouting located in Adelboden, Switzerland.

We aren’t asking you to buy anything, but you can help in a couple 
of ways. The girls are involved in an ongoing recycling program and 
would appreciate it if you would consider saving aluminum cans. 
The money earned by recycling will go toward the trip. In addition, 
the troop also earns money saving the UPC codes from Best Choice 
brand products from Russ’s or Super Saver.

Please contact the troop leader, Kate Baker at 2000 Ryons. Call her 
at 402-435-1212 or email katebaker0@gmail.com to arrange for 
someone to get cans or labels. Thanks so much for your help.

CC
NA

CC
NA

Girl Scout Troop 20151CC
NA

New Principal at SoutheastCC
NA By Brent Toalson, Lincoln Southeast High School Principal

I am excited about the opportunity 
to serve the Lincoln Southeast High 
School community in my new role as 
principal. Although I am new to the 
principal position, I am not a newcomer 
to Southeast or to the neighborhood. 
My connections to Southeast High 
School and to the Country Club 
neighborhood go back many years. 

My parents still live in my childhood 
home on Woodscrest Avenue. I 

attended Sheridan Elementary School, Irving Junior High and 
Southeast High School. I graduated from LSE in 1982, and recently 
joined my fellow Knight classmates to celebrate our 30th year class 
reunion. 

I have many fond memories from my childhood growing up in the 
Country Club neighborhood. I remember playing baseball with 
neighborhood friends in the vacant lot on the corner of Manse and 
Van Dorn. My mother taught math at Irving for many years. My wife, 
Colleen, and I purchased our first home in 1991 on the corner of 
22nd and Woodscrest Avenue, directly across the street from Irving. 
My brother and sister and their families still gather at my parent’s 
home several times a year.

I started my teaching career at Southeast High School in 1991, 
where I taught social studies and was the student council sponsor 
for 16 years until 2007. As a teacher at LSE, I was blessed with 
wonderful students, many from the Country Club neighborhood. 
Some of my students’ greatest accomplishments involved giving 

back to the community. For example, the LSE student council led 
the effort to build a home for Habitat for Humanity.  Many students 
also participated in the planning, fundraising and building of the 
Antelope Park Playground, the largest accessible playground in the 
region. 

For the past five years, I have been an Associate Principal at Lincoln 
High School where I created the master schedule, handled student 
discipline, worked on school improvement, and oversaw several 
school-wide initiatives aimed at improving student achievement 
and the graduation rate.

Returning to LSE as the school’s seventh principal is a dream come 
true for me. Lincoln Southeast High School is a great school with 
strong traditions of excellence in learning, leadership and service. 

One of my goals is to work with students, families, and staff on a 
strategic planning process for the LSE community. The planning 
process will build on the school’s many traditions and create a vision 
of continued excellence for years to come. I plan to set aside time 
this summer and next fall to begin conversations with individuals 
and groups about how LSE can be a place where all students feel 
welcome, safe and motivated to learn. Please let me know if you 
would like to participate in this process by contacting Pat Monk in 
the main office or emailing her at pmonk@lps.org.

As principal, I am looking forward to continuing the strong 
partnership between Southeast High School and the CCNA.  I can 
be reached at LSE by phone, 402-436-1304, or email, btoalson@lps.
org.  Go Knights!
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FALL SESSION BEGINS AUGUST 25TH ENROLL NOW!

Mike T - Lincoln, NE

Improve speed, power and agility through sports 
performance training. Our programs have enhanced 
the skills of thousands of athletes. Utilizing tested, 
proven, and guaranteed protocols we can improve 
sprinting biomechanics and increase:

Maximum Sprint Speed • Anaerobic Power 
Agility and Foot Speed • 

Proprioception and Body Composition

Outperform your competition.

7111 Stephanie Lane, Lincoln • www.madonnaproactive.org

Be ready for fall 
sports. Contact us at 
402.413-4021. 
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Debbie and Rod Bassler - 2700 Eastgate

Fall Tour of HomesCC
NA

Donde Plowman and Dennis Duchon - 2705 S. 24th Street

The CCNA Tour of Homes showcases 
some of the many wonderful homes 
in our neighborhood.  It gives the 
public an opportunity not only to see 
homes of historical value, but also how 
homeowners maintain the integrity 
of their home while also bringing it 
into the 21st Century.  This year’s tour 
does just that – homes that have been 
beautifully modified for today’s family 
without losing their original integrity. In 
addition to this year’s Home Tour – and 
included in the cost of the ticket - will 
be the first Country Club Concorde de 
Elegance.  The pairing of the Home Tour 
and the classic car show should create 
more fun and excitement throughout 
the neighborhood on September 23.

Tickets for the Home Tour and the 
Concorde de Elegance will be $10 
per person in advance and $15 at the 
door. Beginning September 8th tickets 
can be purchased at Leon’s, Stockwell 
Pharmacy, Woods Bros Realty Country 
Club Office and Bishop Heights True 
Value Hardware.  The tour can begin at 
any of the homes listed.

All proceeds will go toward 
neighborhood beautification and 
special projects. 

Volunteers Needed
CCNA needs 70 volunteers for the 
Home Tour – half to volunteer from 
12:30 to 2:45 and half to volunteer from 
2:45 to 5:30.  If you are interested in 
volunteering for the Home Tour, please 
contact
Joyce Norris at jbnorris007@neb.rr.com
You can also call 402-435-0627.

These are the homes that will be 
featured.  Can you guess which one is 
the old Pat Ash house? The home of 
Millard Lefler, Superintendent of LPS 
and namesake of Lefler Middle School? 
The Hyland House? Learn the stories 
of all seven homes.  Enjoy the tour and 
bring your friends!

Linda and Kevin Wibbels - 2740 Royal Court
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Megan and Jason Woita - 3280 S. 31st Street 

Mark Faatz - 3040 Summit Boulevard

Doni and B.J. Hirt - 2330 Woodscrest Avenue

Diane and Con Reha - 2928 Royal Court
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Country Club Concorde de Elegance Lincoln, NE 

CC
NA

Sunday, September 23

Don’t miss this welcome addition to the 
CCNA Home Tour. Displayed will be some 
of Lincoln’s finest automobiles with the 
backdrop of Woodscrest Avenue Park. This 
year we will be featuring rare Italian cars 
and pre-WWII autos. Come vote for your 
favorite, as the cars will be competing for 
crowd favorite and judged on originality by 
a prestigious panel of auto enthusiasts. 

Tickets for the Home Tour and Car Show 
are $10 in advance and $15 at the door. All 
money raised from the event will go toward 
neighborhood projects and beautification. 

Car ShowCC
NA

Lincoln MarathonCC
NA

CCNA Residents Danny and Scott Jenkins played drums and the cowbell respectively for Lincoln Marathon runners on 
Sheridan Boulevard. 

Photo by Andrew Lamberson for the Lincoln Journal Star
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CCNA Resident Randy Mittan took photos of runners on 
Sheridan Boulevard and the aftermath of the marathon.

Sometimes it’s OK to eavesdrop …

During the latter part of May my husband and I were enjoying a 
leisurely lunch while in Kansas City.  At the table next to us were 
four young people talking about their experiences running various 
marathons.  One of the young ladies began to talk about her first 
marathon that she had just completed in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Upon 
hearing this, my shoulders straightened and my head ever-so-
discreetly turned like radar towards the table next to us.  

I delighted in hearing their comments …
They didn’t know Lincoln was so big as this was their first visit.  
And that the people were so friendly. They went through this one 
neighborhood that looks like the Ward Parkway area and the street 
was lined with people cheering them on and clapping.  They even 
had drummers providing music. And of course they talked about 
“The Hill” – 20th Street coming up from Hwy 2 to Van Dorn.  They 
hated “The Hill”, but loved the people lining the street and giving 
them encouragement.

I was so pleased to have overheard these wonderful comments 
about our neighborhood. 

5

Family owned and serving the 
Lincoln area for 30 years.  

 
•

 

Fully Insured
•

 

Experienced, Full-Time Employees
•

 

No Subcontracted Workers
•

 

BBB Member
• Home Builders Association Member
•

 

NE Safety Council Member
•

 

-Year Workmanship Warranty

CALL Today for 
a free estimate

Let our family be of service to your family!

(402)423-4853 
Web:  www.neemannroo�ng.com
Email:  info@neemannandsons.com
Visit our showroom at 1121 High Street, Suite B, Lincoln, NE
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Woodsdale Fourth of July ParadeCC
NA

The Annual Fourth of July Parade
around the Woodsdale Boulevards was a great 

success! The fire truck from Engine House 8 
led the way. Many other areas throughout 

the neighborhood held their own festivities - 
neighbors getting together celebrating and 

enjoying the holiday.

The fire truck leading the parade. 

 CCNA President Justin Carlson sports his Fourth of July Best at 
the parade.

 (Left to Right) Olivia Daugherty, Owen and Ian Brown and Wade 
& Rhett Voss at the parade.

CC
NA
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Block PartyCC
NA

What does it take to have a block party?   Fun neighbors, food, 
beverages, games and a blocked off street! 

The neighbors of 25th Street from Woodsdale Boulevard to High 
Street had their 2nd summer block party July 7. Some neighbors 
on 25th Street get together on Fridays after work from time to 
time to bar-b-que, let the kids play and kick off the weekend.  One 
Friday evening, we talked about closing off the street and inviting 
the whole block.   Each neighbor volunteered a contribution: 
Invitations, street permit, smoking meat, bringing side dishes, 
providing kids games, etc.   The kids had fun riding their bikes 
and scooters in the street, playing in the sprinklers and running 
from swing set to swing set.   The guys played a pretty intense 
tournament of Polish horseshoes.  

Start your own neighborhood tradition by having an annual Block 
Party. If you are interested in having a block party, 
visit: http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/engine/traffic/blkparty/  to 
learn more. The neighbors of 25th Street.

CC
NA
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CC
NA

It’s been a very, very hot summer.  The heat and lack of rain can 
cause many problems. Many of these problems can be avoided if 
you water your lawn. Other than the obvious – to keep your lawn 
and trees alive – you also need to water to protect your concrete, 
your foundation and lots of other things that you don’t think about.

Lack of water causes the soil to become compact and hard.  It can 
put pressure on your underground water and sewer lines causing 
them to crack.  Your driveway can start to crack and heave.  The dirt 
around your foundation will start to pull away.  When the rains and 
snow come the moisture could run right down into your basement 
or freeze causing pressure on your basement walls.

So, water smartly.  Follow the city’s recommendations for a watering 
schedule. Your lawn, foundation, and concrete will appreciate it.

FYI: Why You Should Water Your Lawn

CC
NA

CC
NA Friendly Reminders...

CC
NA

-School is starting – please drive carefully.
-This is the time of year LPD starts radar for speeding, speeding in 
school zones, etc.  You work hard for your money.  Don’t lose some 
of it to pay a speeding ticket.
-Home Tour – while your home may not be on the tour this year, 
the entire neighborhood will be “on tour”.  Spruce up, tidy up and 
make sure your home and lawn looks its best.
-Pesky Signs – yes, the neighborhood is being dotted with signs 
that have been up for more than one day.  The Police Department 

can pick them up or if it’s in your yard, you have permission to 
throw it away.
-If you are one of the violators of those pesky signs, please follow 
the law and be respectful of your neighbor who gets your sign in 
their yard – take it down.  Better yet, don’t put it up in the first 
place.  
-Want something done in your corner of the neighborhood?  Come 
to the CCNA meetings.  Your board only knows what you want or 
need if you let them know.

Jan Pitsch lived in the yellow house next to Boulevard 43 next to 
the Penny Bridge on Sheridan Boulevard.  For years she maintained 
and nurtured this part of her neighborhood.  When Jan passed 
away she left CCNA and her beloved boulevards in her will.  The 
new landscaping at the Penny Bridge at 33rd and Sheridan and 
the bench on the boulevard in front of the yellow house were all 
made possible because Jan made these arrangements in her will.  
This autumn a bronze sculpture will be added to the area by the 
bench – all thanks to Jan. 

Please consider including the Country Club Neighborhood 
Association Charitable Foundation in your will or estate plan.  
Remember, you don’t need to rewrite your entire will to make a 
provision for a bequest to CCNA.  Simply prepare a Codicil (a written 
change or addition), have it witnessed and attached to your will.  
Another simple method is to add CCNA as a beneficiary on a life 
insurance policy or of your IRA.  Your planned gift will enable CCNA 
to continue its long tradition of serving our neighborhood.  Our 
legal name is Country Club Neighborhood Association Charitable 
Foundation under the umbrella of the Nebraska Community 
Foundation.

CC
NA

Consider CCNA in Your Will

CC
NA
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4000 Pine Lake Road | Lincoln, NE 68516
Ph. 440-7771 | Fax 483-7977 

lsweigard@insproins.com 

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life ・ Home ・ Car ・ Business

Loren Sweigard

I’m here for 
you 42/7...

Luckily, emercencies don’t happen every 
day, but when they do isn’t it nice knowing 

I’ll be here to help you through it.
As a local independent insurance agent, 

representing Auto-Owners Insurance, I’m 
your neighbor - someone you know, 

someone you can trust. 

The Most Precious Gift: Family Harmony
By: Daniel E. Klaus

Between 10 and 41 TRILLION DOLLARS will be transferred 
from the World War II generation to the Baby Boomers.  
Inevitably, some of those transfers will result in lawsuits between 
beneficiaries over who gets what.  In my 25+ years of practice, I 
have all too often heard the phrase:  “I never thought this would 
happen in my family.”  Although most generational transfers will 
occur amicably, the following are suggestions to preserve family 
harmony after a death.
 
Talk about the plans for your estate.  Many believe a 
beneficiary can only determine an inheritance by attending the 
reading of the Will, but secrecy before death is not legally 
required.  Problems can arise when beneficiaries are surprised 
about the distribution of an estate, or if the documents are less 
than clear about the distribution.  There is no legal restriction 
preventing you from explaining to your prospective beneficiaries 
how your estate will be distributed, and doing so may reduce the 
risk of a fight.  

Explain unequal distributions.  Except as to spouses, it is your 
absolute legal right to dispose of your estate in any manner you 
choose.  However, society generally presumes that children will 
all be treated equally.  A significant inequality in the distribution 
of your estate may cause a beneficiary to question your 
competence or the influence exerted over you by another.  You 
should make certain your reasons for unequal distributions are 
known.  It may be uncomfortable to talk to your children about 
this, but it is better than having them quarrel after you are gone.

Know how your assets will be distributed.  Your Will or Trust 
does not necessarily control disposition of all of your assets.  The 
proceeds of your life insurance policy will be distributed based 
upon the policy’s beneficiary designation which may be different 
than your Will.  Including the name of a child on your bank 
accounts may raise a question about whether the funds in those 
accounts are to be distributed to that child after your death or 
should be distributed as provided in your Will.  Make certain 
your legal advisor knows of all your assets and fully explains 
how they will be distributed upon your death.

Consent to a mental evaluation, if recommended.  The most 
commonly raised issue regarding a Will or Trust is whether you 
had “testamentary capacity” at the time you signed it, that is, 
whether you really understood what you were doing, particularly 
if you make changes later in life.  If your mental capacity could 
be called into question, you should be professionally examined 
immediately prior to making changes to your estate plan.  A 
timely examination will stop many challenges.

Finally, people are unfortunately willing to take financial 
advantage of the elderly.  I am aware of situations where elderly 
individuals have “disinherited” their children and left all of their 
assets to new “friends”.  Once deceased, it is challenging to 
determine whether a person understood or desired a particular 
distribution of assets, or whether he or she was unduly influenced 
by the new “friend”.  While children should not become overly 
involved in planning their parents’ estates for fear they may be 
accused of unduly influencing them, they should make certain 
their parents are not being taken advantage of by others.  Ask 
your parents about their estate plans and be certain their plans 
reflect their expressed desires.  Contact the attorneys at Rembolt 
Ludtke LLP for assistance.
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Struggling to Care 
for Aging Parents?

We can help you care for them 
without losing yourself.

● We provide assistance with personal care, meal preparation, 
    cooking, light housekeeping, medication reminders, shopping,
    bathing and dressing.
● Our expertly trained, compassionate caregivers are bonded,
    insured and deliver the highest caliber of care.
● We are the exclusive provider of the Balanced Care Method™       
    training program that focuses on senior wellness to ensure longer,   
    healthier lifespans.
● Choose Your Caregiver. You have your choice of one of our
    licensed, thoroughly trained, conscientious caregivers.

Call for your FREE assessment:
402-261-5158

www.HomeCareAssistance.com
Serving Lincoln and Omaha
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