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INC.

Hangers Cleaners Location

USPS

Rathbone Village, 3201 South St.
(SE Corner of Winthrop Rd & South St.)
Lincoln, NE 68502

- UPS, FedEx, DHL, & USPS (postal)
- FAST & FREE pre-paid package drop-off service.
- Friendly service with a small town attitude.
- We find the most cost-effective & safe way to ship.
- Bring in your items & we will take care of them.
- Over 50 sizes of boxes in stock!

Hours:
M-F 8:00 - 6:00
SAT 9:00 - 3:00

402.434.5315 Facebook.com/MailPlus

Owned & Operated

for 25 Years
!

Mention THIS AD & Receive

10% OFF a box & pack!

LIFT 
YOUR SPIRITS.

START 2013 with experts at your side. 

Call 402.420.0000 today.
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2006-2008 CCNA Board 
President

Linda Wibbels, 2740 Royal Court

Vice President

Bob Beecham, 2925 O’Reilly

Secretary

Rifka Keilson, 2827 South 27th 

Treasurer

Jim Pattavina, 2828 Sheridan Boulevard

Membership

Carrie Knight, 2525 Lafayette

Ex Officio President

Mary Lynn Schaffer, 2601 Lafayette

Board Members

Doug Ayars, 3024 Bonacum

Doug Chritton, 2435 Park Avenue

Susan Hallbeck, 2701 Stratford Avenue

Lori Haudrich, 3215 South 31st

Stephen Haudrich, 3215 South 31st

Barney Helton, 2301 Ryons

Dick Johnson, 3025 Bonacum

Bill Norris, 2832 Manse Avenue

Joyce Norris, 2832 Manse Avenue

Paul Vaccaro, 3500 South 27th Street

Susan Vaccaro, 3500 South 27th Street

Thank you for serving your

neighborhood!

CCNA CHRONICLE Staff
Designer. . . . . . . A to Z Printing, 477-0815
Community Resources . . . . Linda Wibbels

423-8923
Features. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Staff & 

Interested CCNA Members
History. . . . . . . . . . Julie Enersen, 475-9988
Advertising. . . . . . . . . Kay Hesse, 489-6346

Members and readers who have questions, com-
ments or suggestions may call the individual(s)
responsible for the area(s) of concern.

The CCNA CHRONICLE is the official publication of
the Country Club Neighborhood Association
(CCNA). The CCNA CHRONICLE is published three
times a year by the CCNA and every address in the
CCNA boundaries is mailed a copy. Statements of
fact and opinion made are the responsibility of the
authors alone and do not imply an opinion on the
part of the officers or members of CCNA. While this
publication makes a reasonable effort to establish
the integrity of its advertisers, it does not endorse
advertised products or services unless specifically
stated as such. All correspondence regarding this
publication should be directed to: Country Club
Neighborhood Association, Attn: CHRONICLE
Editor, PO Box 21953, Lincoln, NE 68542.

CCNA

BOUNDARY

MAP

Animal Complaints. . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7900
Buried Lines. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477-0547
City Council Representatives. . . . . 441-7515
Crime Stoppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 475-3600
Household Hazardous Waste. . . . . 441-8022
Housing Codes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7785
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . 441-7511, 441-6300
Neighborhood Watch.. . . . . . . . . . . 441-7204
Parks and Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7847
Quality of Life (24 hour anonymous com-

plaints, suggestions) . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6300
Sidewalks (repair, shovel, etc.) . . . 441-7541
Weed Problems.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7817
Zoning Violations.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7521

Visit www.ccnalinc.org to find:
• CCNA Business Directory
• A CCNA boundary map
• Links to other community organizations
• Read past issues of the Chronicle

• See By-Laws

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Advertise in your neighborhood newsletter,
The CCNA Chronicle reaches over 2,400 households.

Business card ad:
CCNA members $30
CCNA non-members $40
Non-resident, non-members $50

Half page ad:
CCNA members $150
CCNA non-members $175
Non-resident, non-members $225

Full page ad:
CCNA members $300
CCNA non-members $325
Non-resident, non-members $375

Contact: Kay Hesse at 489-6346

Important Phone Numbers

CCNA 
Boundary Map

Country Club
   Neighborhood Association

2013-14 Board
President
Justin Carlson, 3065 Sheridan Boulevard
jpcliz@msn.com 

Vice Presidents
Lisa Sypal, 3040 Puritan Avenue
lisasypal@yahoo.com

Tim Gergen, 3038 Jackson Drive
tgergen@oaconsulting.com  

Linda Brown, 3128 Cedar Avenue
runnerlinda@gmail.com

Secretary
Rifka Keilson, 2827 South 27th Street
rifka.keilson@woodsbros.com

Treasurer
Ron Tucker, 2710 Woodscrest Avenue
ron@expresscareclinic.org 

Financial Committee
Ron Tucker, 2710 Woodscrest Avenue 
ron@expresscareclinic.org

Communications and Membership
Jena Lambert, 2501 Rathbone Rd. 
jenanicole@gmail.com

Parks and Beautification
Linda Brown, 3128 Cedar Avenue
runnerlinda@gmail.com

Social Activites
Lisa Sypal, 3040 Puritan Avenue
lisasypal@yahoo.com

Kay Maxwell, 3045 Puritan Avenue
bmaxwell@neb.rr.com

Community Relations 
Jena Lambert, 2501 Rathbone Rd. 
jenanicole@gmail.com

CCNA Chronicle Editor
Paige Yowell 
pyowell@huskers.unl.edu

CCNA Webmaster
Steve Haudrich 
stephenhaudrich@gmail.com
Thank you for serving your neighborhood!

CCNA Chronicle Publishing Schedule
February, May, August, November

The CCNA Chronicle is the official publication of the Country 
Club Neighborhood Association (CCNA).  The CCNA Chronicle 
is published four times a year by the CCNA and every address 
in the CCNA boundaries is mailed a copy.  Statements of 
fact and opinion made are the responsibility of the authors 
alone and do not imply an opinion on the part of the officers 
or members of CCNA.  While this publication makes a 
reasonable effort to establish the integrity of its advertisers, it 
does not specifically endorse advertised products or services 
unless specifically stated as such.  All correspondence 
regarding this publication should be directed to:  Country 
Club Neighborhood Association, Attn:  CHRONICLE Editor, 
PO Box 21953, Lincoln, NE 68542.

www.ccnalinc.org
info@ccnalinc.org

Advertise in your neighborhood newsletter
The CCNA Chronicle reaches over 2,400 households.

Please call for details.
Jarod Griess

402-984-4203



Country Club Chronicle  | May 2013

4 FocalPoint Publishing  |  fppub.com  |  Lincoln’s Premier Neighborhood Magazines

President’s Message
 

Ferris Bueller was Right

In today’s busy world, time is a vital 
resource that always seems to be 
stretched too thin.  Families and 
individuals are asked to do more 
with less time each and every day.  
Technological advancements have 
helped us bring some efficiency to 

our lives but there still seems to never be enough hours in 
the day.   Demands of our time pull us to our occupations, 
our families and our community.  As the demands of time 
pull us in every direction, it is easy to be focused on what’s 
next and forget to enjoy the now.  

As Matthew Broderick’s character says in his 1986 movie 
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, “life moves pretty fast.  If you don’t 
stop and look around once in a while, you could miss it.”

Have you stopped and looked around in our neighborhood 
recently?  Have you thought to yourself, someday, I will get 
involved in my local community?” Well now may just be the 
time.  Great things are happening.  In the past few weeks 
we have partnered with LES and added several more street 
lights to the area near 27th and Van Dorn.  Thank you to all 
who donated time and money to make this project a reality.  
The CCNA now helps welcome new neighbors to our area 
with a personally delivered New Neighbor Welcome Package 
filled with valuable information on our neighborhood and 
gift certificates from local businesses.   The CCNA has also 
assisted the city in matters as specific as what type of curbs 
should be installed in neighborhood paving projects.  We 
are involved in making our neighborhood great. 

Recently the Country Club Neighborhood Association held 
its annual meeting.  At this meeting several of our long-term 

CC
NA By Justin Carlson, CCNA President
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A Message from FocalPoint Publishing
FocalPoint Neighborhood Magazines provides community-specific 
magazines for 20 Lincoln neighborhoods. We are locally owned, and 
are proud to work with the finest neighborhoods and businesses 
in Lincoln. The advertisers in this magazine allow us to publish and 
circulate the magazine at no cost to your neighborhood. We encourage 
you to keep our advertisers in mind and use their services throughout 
the community as a thank you! 

Magazine content is provided by your neighborhood Homeowners 
Association Board. We welcome your thoughts and input, and 
appreciate new ideas for stories, recipes, holiday traditions, arts and 
crafts and other topics you would like to see featured. We aim to 
provide information that is useful and relevant to you, so your feedback 
is important. Please email ccnamagazine@gmail.com to submit your 
idea for the next publication! 

Advertising Sales | Publisher  Jarod Griess
402-984-4203 |  neighborhoodlife@yahoo.com

Graphic Design Katie Sterkel 
402-984-1086  |  ccnamagazine@gmail.com
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President’s Message
 

CC
NA

CC
NA

members decided to resign from their service to the board.  I 
want to personally thank Sue Van Horn, Linda Wibbels, Mary 
Lynn Schaffer, Terry Schaaf, Alice Epstein, and Will Stahn.  
Your institutional knowledge of our neighborhood and wise 
counsel and hard work will be dearly missed.  On behalf of 
the entire Board of CCNA I want to personally thank each 
one of you for all of your service to our organization.  Our 
neighborhood is better because of you.

Moving ahead, we have lots of great projects to move 
forward on.  However, to ensure we make a difference we 
need more neighbors to step up.  We hope that you will 
consider serving on our CCNA Board of Directors.  It’s a great 
way to meet neighbors and make a difference on issues that 
impact our neighborhood.   Don’t miss out!  Preserving the 
historical nature of our neighborhood, keeping it safe and 
strong as well as creating a great sense of community; this is 
what CCNA is about and we need volunteers to ensure this 
mission stays a reality.  

If you have ever had an interest in getting involved with your 

neighborhood, now is a great time!  The CCNA Board meets 
seven times a year and it’s a great opportunity to give back 
to your neighborhood.  Please feel free to email me at info@
ccna.org or check out one of our next CCNA Meetings to be 
held on July 16, September 17, October 15, and November 
19th.  We meet at Irving Rec Center and all meetings begin 
at 7:00 p.m.  All neighbors are welcome to attend.  Please 
consider serving your neighborhood.

Lastly, if you have not yet paid your neighborhood dues for 
2013, there is still time.  Thank you to all of you who have 
already sent in your checks.  And an extra thank you to all 
of you who make an additional donation.  We appreciate it!  

On behalf of the Country Club Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors we hope you enjoy this issue of the CCNA 
Chronicle.
See you around the neighborhood!

Justin Carlson
CCNA President

Webmaster’s Report CC
NA By Steve Haudrich, CCNA Webmaster

Our facebook page continues to grow.  As of the time of 
this writing, it is up to 300 members!  Facebook is a great 
way to become informed about upcoming CCNA events.   
We have had postings about the Jan Pitsch Green sculpture 
dedication in April, the May neighborhood garage sale, city 
snow removal policies, etc.

The BizLinc section of the website (ccnalinc.org) has been 
updated for 2013.  CCNA members are able to submit 
one card yearly for posting on the website at no cost.  
Additional cards can be added for $5 each.  The BizLinc 
section is a good way to find businesses and services in our 
neighborhood or provided by our fine neighbors.

If you have any concerns about the website or facebook 
page, please feel free to contact me at my new e-mail 
address, stephenhaudrich@gmail.com.

Steve Haudrich
CCNA Webmaster

Editor’s Note:
The photos from the 2012 Fun Run featured in February’s 
CCNA Chronicle were taken by Jena Lambert.
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Feature StoryCC
NA

If you have lived in the neighborhood since the late 1950’s, 
you probably recognize the location of this picture.  You 
have to look at it closely for clues.  Here are a few:

• Looking at the upper right hand corner – or looking 
northeast from the point where the picture was taken, you 
see two houses.
• One of the houses is 2700 Bonacum which is the lovely 
brown salt-box style home on the corner of 27th and 
Bonacum.
• The other house is 2701 Calvert, a striking contemporary 
home at the corner of 27th and Calvert.

So where was the photographer standing when the picture 
was taken showing these two houses?  This is where you 
have to remember and know what was there before:

• The tires piled high in the foreground - if you needed gas, 
your oil changed, tires rotated or just general service on your 
car, you went to Harry’s Sinclair Station that stood where the 
U-Stop now stands.  Harry ran his station and his business in 
this location until his retirement in either the late 1980’s or 
early 1990’s.  Everyone went to Harry to do the work on their 
car.  Harry didn’t sell snacks, hot dogs or those things that 
convenience stores now sell – just automotive service, tires, 
belts and hoses, and a pop machine if you were thirsty.  And 
yes, Harry had charge accounts for his regular customers. 
• The building next to the tires and the pop machine 
hasn’t changed very much over the years as far as physical 
appearance – still has the same shutters, the same light 
fixtures and the same neon sign at the front of the parking 
lot along 27th Street.  For the longest time it was Baskin 
Robbins, a favorite ice cream destination for everyone in the 
neighborhood.  The lower level in the back of the building 
was Woods Bros. Realty.  When Baskin Robbins closed their 
doors, Woods Bros. Realty took over the entire building and 
the neon sign no longer said Baskin Robbins, but Woods 
Bros. Realty.

Well you may have guessed “where” this picture was taken, 
but did you guess “when”?  Although we don’t have an exact 
date for this photo, we can narrow it down to a few years.  
Here are the clues:

• 2701 Calvert was built in 1961.
• Woods Bros. Realty/Baskin Robbins building was built in 
1962.

• 2700 Bonacum was built in 1965.
• Notice the big power poles along 27th Street?  LES did not 
put these lines underground until 1971.
• Look at the cars – see the 1965 Chevy Corvair which was 
the “it” car during that time period and had its engine in 
the back where the trunk normally would be?  Cool car, 
especially if you had it as a convertible and pale lavender 
was “the” color to have.

So, we now have this narrowed down to between 1965 
(when 2700 Bonacum was built) and 1970 (LES buried lines 
on 27th Street in 1971).  If you are a better detective than 
we are, please let us know and we will publish your fine 
detective skills in the next CCNA newsletter.  Just send an 
email to CCNA.

Have more pictures from the past?  We would love to have 
you share them with us and any stories you may want to tell.

Can You Guess Where This Photo Was Taken?

CC
NA
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My name is Krista Young Rickman, my 
husband David and I own Bishop Heights 
True Value at S. 27th and Hwy. 2. We live on 
Loveland Drive just behind the store. Both of 
us grew up in Lincoln and graduated from 
Southeast High School. We have three 
grown daughters Kelly, Megan, and Erin 
that all graduated from Southeast also. 

My parents are Rowena Young and the 
late Rev. Otis Young who lived most of their 40 years in Lincoln on 
Bonacum Drive in the Country Club Neighborhood. While I was 

raising my daughters I worked as a Sales Director for Discovery 
Toys, and Wedding Coordinator for First Plymouth Church, where 
my dad was a minister for 36 years.   David and I started in the 
hardware business ten years ago.  We opened Briarhurst True 
Value at 48th and Hwy. 2 and spent the first five years at that 
location.  Russ’s Market moved out of the Bishop Heights space 
and we watched the building deteriorate for two years.  Since 
both of us grew up in Lincoln and lived behind the property, we 
had fond memories of the Bishop Heights shopping center.   It 
was sad for us to see the space vacant and run down.  Our lease 
expired at the Briarhurst location and we  moved our store to 
Bishop Heights, opening in January of 2009. 

The Country Club Neighborhood Association has always been very 
proactive and very successful in its endeavors.  This is largely due 
to the contributions of time and talent by its board and committee 
members.  CCNA would like to profusely thank the following people 
for their commitment to CCNA.  We appreciate your contributions and 
will miss having you on the CCNA Board:

Your shoes will be hard to fill.  CCNA promises to continue your great work.

Years And Years And Years Of Experience
Leave Their Mark On CCNA

CC
NA

4000 Pine Lake Road | Lincoln, NE 68516
Ph. 440-7771 | Fax 483-7977 

lsweigard@insproins.com 

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life ・ Home ・ Car ・ Business

Loren Sweigard

I’m here for 
you 24/7...

Luckily, emergencies don’t happen every 
day, but when they do isn’t it nice knowing 

I’ll be here to help you through it.
As a local independent insurance agent, 

representing Auto-Owners Insurance, I’m 
your neighbor - someone you know, 

someone you can trust. 

CC
NA

New Board MemberCC
NA

Krista Young Rickman, Welcoming Committee Chair

CC
NA

Alice Epstein
Joyce and Bill Norris

Linda Wibbels
Sue Van Horn 
Terry Schaaf
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Dear Alice,

Thank you so very much for sending me the 
copy of February issue of CC CHRONICLE.  It 
looks even better in the magazine form than 
it did over the Internet.  Really, it is just very 
beautiful and  layout, superb.  Of course, I love 
the way you also translated my little note on 
scratch paper into being part of the heading.  
It also pleases me that you also were able to 
include the 1986 article from the Sunday 
Journal Star that I had so hastily torn out of 
the paper and saved .  You can imagine that it 
all just delights me that the efforts of our little 
group of  neighborhood women has actually 
come into the light. 

Maybe someday you can also get something 
from the disk we recorded from the original 
F. Pace Woods when he was in his nineties.  
There are plenty of fourth generation Woods 
family still living in Lincoln (several living 
in the Country Club Neighborhood) who could 
probably give help on that story.

Anyway—beautiful, beautiful, and thank you.
Best,
Virginia Knoll

Responses to 2240 WoodsdaleCC
NA Feedback from “2240 Woodsdale Then & Now” Published February 2013, CCNA Chronicle

2240 Woodsdale Boulevard, also known as “The Aitken 
House,” January 3, 1937.
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The Aitken house article (2240 Woodsdale Blvd.) 
in the February 2013 issue of the Chronicle, 
brought back many fond memories of my 
growing up in this neighborhood in the 1940’s 
and 1950’s.  I would like to share some of them 
with you.
 
I was born and raised in Lincoln and grew up in 
the house on the corner of 23rd & South Streets 
(2040 South 23).  I remember when South Street 
(and Sheridan Blvd.) were paved with bricks 
(back when South Street was only two lanes).  
The College View Streetcar ran up the middle of 
South Street, made a turn onto Sheridan Blvd., 
and went clear to College View.  As children, my 
brother and I used to ride the streetcar from our 
house, down the center of the boulevard to College 
View, wait for the driver to eat his lunch, and pay 
another nickel for the ride home.  During those 
excursions, we probably tried out every seat on the 
streetcar, as there weren’t many passengers on 
this end run.  I also remember riding my bike to 
Leon’s Grocery Store at 17th & South Streets, to 
pick up extra groceries for my mom.  Dick Cavett 
grew up across the street from us.  He and my 
brother used to spend Saturday mornings at 
KFOR’s radio station broadcasting “Storytime 
Playhouse.”
 
My dad, Marv Shaffer, was a civil engineer and 
became the chief draftsman at the Department 
of Roads at the State Capitol.   In his spare time, 
he did loan closing surveys for savings & loan 
companies, and engineering work for land 
owners.  In the early 1950’s he retired from his 
regular job at the State Capitol (after his children 
were raised), and pursued a growing interest in 
his land development business.  He wanted to 
develop an area of his own.
 
He loved to play golf, and saw a growing need 
to provide a golf course for young families.   He 
purchased a tract of farmland south of town on 
27th & Old Cheney Road.  He had a real talent for 
looking at the “lay of the land,” and seeing a golf 
course!  He subdivided the farmland into one-
acre lots. He named the area “Chez Ami Knolls,” 
(House of my Friend) and it later was referred 
to as “The Knolls.”  He named the streets for his 
grandchildren.  We were one of the first families 

to move there (1955).  He started laying out the 
golf course at about the same time.  I remember 
helping plant the olive trees on the first nine holes.
 
Just as Martha remembered living on the edge of 
town and hearing the cows mooing late at night, 
I too have the same memories after we moved out 
to the country.  In retrospect, I think the mooing 
came from the Skyline Dairy at 14th & Old 
Cheney Road.  St. Thomas Orphanage (now 
Bishop Square) marked the city limits, and the 
paving on 27th Street ended there.  Everything 
south of there was farmland and gravel roads!
 
My father passed away in 1976, and I often 
wish he could see how Lincoln has grown since 
then.  In 1965, my husband, Bud Dunklau, and 
I purchased the Shire house at 2421 Sheridan 
Blvd.  The house was built in 1936, and we are 
only the second owners.  In 1996, CCNA awarded 
us the Good Neighbor Award for maintaining 
our boulevard and replacing dead/dying trees.  
We became “Captains” of our boulevard and 
thus,  began  the  beautification  of  all  the  CCNA 
boulevards in partnership with the City Parks 
and Recreation Department.  In 1998, after an 
ice storm took down all our trees, we enclosed our 
front yard with a stucco wall.  Our garden was 
featured in the Friends of Arts Are A Basic tour 
in September, 2011. 
 
Martha Aitken Greer was a dear friend, although 
we didn’t really get  to know each other until we 
were adults.  From 1965 until shortly before her 
death, we lived only two blocks apart; we each lived 
only five blocks from where we grew up!  Martha 
and I shared much of our city’s history over the 
years.  She would love it that you’ve now shared it 
with many others.

Willard and Dorothy Beck lived directly across 
the street from us when we moved here.  Willard 
passed away several years ago, but Dorothy has 
knowledge of the neighborhood before 1965.  
Maybe someone could interview her and record 
some of this history.
 
Thanks for all your work for our neighborhood. 
 Carol Dunklau

CC
NA
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Dance the Night Away
Older Americans Month Fundraising Dance

THE AMBASSADOR
HEALTH SYSTEM

Dust off those dancing shoes, call your friends, and join us 
for refreshments and music by “The Merrymaker All Stars” at 
a venue that holds years of our favorite dancing memories.

This will be a great time to celebrate, and 
a great opportunity to support your 

Aging Partners Senior Centers
with free-will donations 

being collected at the door.

Tuesday, May 21, 2013
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Auld Pavilion
1650 Memorial Drive

Sponsored in Part By:

Questions: 402.441.7158

 Contact the NRD!

Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter to learn more!

New NRD Program Helps 
Landowners Improve 

Water Quality

3125 Portia Street
PO Box 83581
Lincoln, NE 68501-3581
(402) 476-2729
Fax: (402) 476-6454
lpsnrd.org

Any home or business is eligible
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Featured Advertiser: Smarter Choice Real EstateCC
NA

Smarter Choice Real Estate, a small locally-owned broker, 
is changing the real estate scene for buyers and sellers in 
Lincoln, in a BIG way.

If you haven’t heard about Smarter Choice before, you will.  
Its clients mostly come via referrals, not expensive self-
promotion.  And oddly, one of its benefits is its small size.

To ensure good service and to retain their “small-is-better” 
size, Smarter Choice works with a limited number of Sellers 
each year.  For 2013, that number is 21.  

Steve and Mary Wiley, co-owners and brokers, say, “In real 
estate, size is no longer a limiting factor. Our clients realize 
that, and appreciate the savings and great results that we 
deliver. We’ll stay small to maintain value.”

Tell us a about real estate consumerism, and the shift from 
“big” to “small”.
Locally, by 2007, many real estate companies were acquiring 
smaller ones.  As they grew, so did their overhead and costs.  
Oddly, this did not result in lower fees or more consumer 
choice.

Meanwhile, a slowing economy and cooling local market 
meant that most homes in Lincoln were not gaining value 
as rapidly.  Thus, sellers had less equity and income to pay a 
broker to sell their homes.  

Even today, many brokerages struggle to maintain large 

numbers of agents, listing market share, and their traditional 
“one-size-fits all” fee structure.  

Meanwhile, consumers have been taught to “expect more 
and pay less”, while also seeking value, and companies 
delivered: Apple, Amazon, Zappos, Geico Insurance, and 
Quicken Loans, to name a few.

The Internet had matured into a market-leveling tool which 
allowed small companies to have the same market muscle as 
larger competitors, and also offered lower operating costs, 
and lower fees.

The Wiley’s decided to build a company which is about 
“Being smarter, and offer choices tied to lower and flexible 
fees.”  Logically, it was named “Smarter Choice Real Estate”. 

Local Company Changes Lincoln’s Real Estate Sales Scene

4316 S 48th Street Ste 1
Lincoln NE 68516

Fax 402-939-0088
www.moneysmartsinc.com

402-817-3939

Home of the
 $99 Tax Return

Mary & Steve Wiley  Brokers & Principals   

only   21

This year only 21 Lincoln homesellers 
will sell their homes, receive great service, and pay only   1.9% -  5.9% .    

be 1
402.432.0766                                                                                                       www.SmarterChoiceRealEstate.com
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That’s interesting – Tell us more.  
Smarter Choice offers Sellers variable fees based on how and 
how soon a home is sold.  This can save a Seller thousands 
of dollars. 

However, unlike most “discount brokers” which also have 
lower fees, Smarter Choice does not compromise on service, 
efforts, or results.  

Through the MLS, all Buyer Brokers are richly compensated 
and encouraged to bring their buyers to show and sell 
Smarter Choice’s listings.  Unlike some brokers, no skimping 
is found in this key area.  

Also unlike some of its bigger competitors, Smarter Choice 
benefits its Sellers by reaching as many Buyers as possible 
through sharing of its listings with national and local real 
estate websites: Realtor.com, Zillow.com, Trulia.com; Homes.
com; and many others – in addition to local cooperating 
brokers and social media.

On the buying side, Buyers pay absolutely nothing – not 
even the typical “Broker Administrative Commission (BAC)” 
– a $200 - $300 add-on that most other companies charge. 

And, if a Buyer has already found their ideal home, Smarter 
Choice will assist in paying a portion of the buyer’s closing 
cost as a fair trade for less work and time invested.

What other services and benefits do you offer Buyers and 
Sellers?  
For Sellers, we don’t just wait for our listings to sell.  We 
market actively, and keep sellers up to date about showing 
feedback, new competition, recent sales, and market 
conditions.

We listen to Buyers’ dreams, show them how to maximize 
their resources, and expose them to every home that will 
fit them.  We enjoy our shared journey and the happiness 
brought by their new home.

Tell us a bit about yourself.
“Lincoln is one of the best places in this country to call home, 
and we are fortunate to be here” Mary says. 

After living in many places, Steve and Mary wanted to return 
to Lincoln to start their family and build their real estate 
business.  

Mary grew up in Geneva, NE in between frequent and 
extended trips with her parents who were world-class sailors 
with larger-than-normal hungers for exploration.

Steve’s parents were Air Force people, and moving was part 
of life growing up – often to places which did not compare 
to Lincoln.  

Steve adds, “When I came to school here (UNL), I knew 
Lincoln could be a good community to return to one day.”  

The Wileys have two sons, both nearly out of the “nest”.  Wyn is 
a junior at UNL, who travels extensively with his blossoming 
photography business, despite solid academic performance.  

Dane is a senior at Lincoln Southwest, will attend UNL next 
year, and will pursue a career teaching music at the high 
school level.

When not focusing on real estate – which never ceases – 
Steve and Mary squeeze time to spend with family, friends 
and neighbors, and some travel.  

As they share the richness of living in Lincoln, they find that 
most are just like them - never wanting to move away.

How did you decide on real estate sales careers?
It’s been a work-in-progress, which we didn’t first recognize.  
As kids, to earn spending money, we sold stuff like old comic 
books and collectable marbles.  

As a young girl, Mary set a record for selling Girl Scout 
cookies.  I set a recruiting record for my college fraternity.  

Steve and Mary Wiely are pictured here with their sons, 
Wyn and Dane.
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It was fun.  Today the product is real estate and the focus is 
people.  

After college, the best man in our wedding became a real 
estate broker. He was not only successful but also happy.  
After some thought, we said goodbye to great corporate jobs 
in Dallas TX, jumped into real estate, and have worked very 
hard since.  Today we’re a great team, with complementing 
skills.

What do you enjoy most about what you do?
Our clients’ confidence and referrals have allowed us to 
continue to do what we enjoy, support our family, and have 
sanity and balance. 

Most Realtors are in and out of real estate in a few years.  
We’ve done this (extremely well) for 30 years.  Our clients 
know, respect, and value that.

What is the most challenging aspect of being a Realtor?
When you care, you have to be your best, every day.  Being 
tired or sick is no excuse.  Work doesn’t wait.

It is frustrating that some people don’t care or distinguish 
between Realtors’ abilities and the benefits they can offer.  
No, all Realtors are not equal.  Merely holding a license 
means nothing.

What sort of real estate trends are you seeing in Lincoln?
The biggest trend is that more consumers recognize that 
involving a qualified real estate agent is a value-added 
resource that saves them time and money, while reducing 
risk.

What advice do you have for first-time homebuyers?
First, shop for a professional / experienced Realtor; second, 
for a home loan (pre-qualification); and last, for a home.

What types of qualities should Buyers and Sellers seek in a 
real estate agent?
They deserve someone who is well qualified and who will 
commit the time and effort to build a caring and service-rich 
relationship with them.

What advice do you have for buyers looking for foreclosed 
homes and short sales?  
Getting fully qualified assistance is a necessity, not an option.  
Hire a pro. 

Unlike what you see on TV, Foreclosures are high risk and not 
for the uninitiated.  They sell “as-is”.  There are appraisal and 
repair challenges.  Costs can sky-rocket.  Offers are handled 
via a competitive bid-based system subject to complex rules.  
Good deals are there, but not easy to find, buy, or close. 

When it comes to selling, should sellers hire a real estate 

agent or try it on their own? 
Selling (or buying) without an agent looks appealing until 
you’ve tried it.  Most either don’t get to an agreement, don’t 
save money, or don’t close. If it were easy, there would be no 
Realtors. 

With Smarter Choice, FSBOs benefit from a full brokerage 
program, pay less, and if they find a buyer through their 
own efforts (no buyer’s agent) – they pay a small fee for our 
serves to negotiate and secure the sale, and have it managed 
through closing.

Why should people choose Smarter Choice Real Estate?
Four simple words:  BEST VALUE and GREAT RESULTS.

How can people contact you?
Call or text us 402-432-0766, or email us at 
SmarterChoiceRealEstate@gmail.com .

CC
NA
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In 2003, dozens of blueprints were delivered from the 
Catholic Chancery to Linda Wibbels, a longtime CCNA 
board member.

These blueprints, which had been stored at the Chancery 
for over 40 years,were for homes in the Bishop Heights 
area of our neighborhood and are a reminder of how that 
development came to be.

Thomas Orphanage was built on the land southwest of 
the residence thanks to the tireless efforts of Lincoln’s 
first bishop, Thomas A. Bonacum (see The Chronicle, Fall 
2001.) The area south of Calvert served the church well 
during the first part of the 20th century.

Five bishops lived in the residence over the course of 60 
years. Enrollment at the orphanage steadily increased 
and peaked in the 1930s with 110 children. A trolley car 
line eventually ran through the area.

However, the buildings fell into disrepair over time and 
the needs of the church changed.When James V. Casey 
became the Bishop of the Diocese in 1957, he decided to 
purchase a property at 1040 S. Cotner for his home and 
the original Bishop’s residence was razed. The George 
Abel family, 2835 Calvert St., subsequently built a home 
on the site.

The farm surrounding the original Bishop’s residence 
was subdivided under the supervision of Vicar General, 
Monsignor Thomas Kealy who was in charge of property 
for the Catholic Diocese. He possessed the vision for 
Bishop Heights and he platted the area in 1959 in honor of 
past Lincoln Bishops Francis Beckman, Thomas Bonacum, 
Louis Kucera, Charles O’Reilly, and J.Henry Tihen (see 
sidebar.) Kealy sold many of the lots himself and was 
integrally involved in the development of the area. He 

created an Architectural Review Board and invited Albert 
Hamersky, a Lincoln architect to participate.

Hamersky recalls,”One of the stipulations of buying a 
lot in Bishop Heights was that the blueprints had to be 
given to the Architectural Review Board for approval. I 
made sure that the plans conformed to certain standards 
so that none of the homes would be a detriment to 
the neighborhood.”  Hamersky examined all the plans 
submitted for Bishop Heights homes, but doesn’t 
remember any controversial ones. ”The most common 
problems were with the proposed grading of the 
properties.  We didn’t want owners to be dumping too 
much water on their neighbors.”

Many of the plans which were approved by the board 
were kept by Monsignor.  Kealy simply as a record of what 
had been agreed upon.  The blueprints were stored at the 
Chancery in case a question arose during construction.

However, since the houses have now been standing for 
40 years, it’s unlikely that issues will now arise which 
need to be resolved by studying the blueprints.  The 
plans have come out of storage and will be distributed to 
the current homeowners. 

CCNA History: The Development of Bishop HeightsCC
NA This article was originally published in the CCNA Chronicle of Spring 2005.

1999
L 784 678 B3      While supplies last.

©2013 True Value® Company. All rights reserved. Sale ends 05/31/2013

Bishop Heights True Value
4200 S 27th St.

27th & Hwy 2 • Lincoln

402-420-0077

5/8-In. x 7.5-Ft. Never Kink®
Heavy-Duty Garden Hose
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Monsignor Thomas Kealy platted Bishop Heights in 1959 
and named the streets after the five bishops who lived in 
the Bishop’s residence when it was located at 28th and 
Calvert Streets:

Thomas A.Bonacum,
Bishop of Lincoln Diocese,
1887-1911

J.Henry Tihen,
Bishop of Lincoln Diocese,
1911-1917

Charles J.O’Reilly,
Bishop of Lincoln Diocese,
1918-1923

Francis J.Beckman,
Bishop of Lincoln Diocese,
1924-1930

Louis B.Kucera,
Bishop of Lincoln Diocese,
1930-1957

CC
NA

I am noticing a significant increase in the number of 
“invisible fence” electric dog fences in the neighborhood. 
What the pet owners don’t know is that the “invisible 
fence” is only legal if you are with your dog at all times. If 
a pet owner leaves the dog out alone in the yard behind 
the “invisible fence” it is illegal. The city considers this an 
at large dog and the “Invisible Fence” cannot be used as 
the primary fence. All of this information is on the Animal 
Control website. The fine is $100.00 plus court costs and 
doubles and triples on any subsequent offenses.
-Ron Coniglio

According to City Ordinance 6.04.120: It shall be unlawful 
for the owner of any dog to let the dog run at large, 
whether licensed or not, at any time within the city.
The term “running at large” is defined to mean any dog 
that is not under the control of its owner, except that 
a dog shall not be considered under the control of its 
owner unless on a leash, cord or chain which is securely 
fastened or picketed in a manner sufficient to keep the 
dog on the premises where picketed, or on a leash, cord 
or chain of six (6) feet or less in length physically held 
by the owner, or confined within a receptacle, enclosed 
vehicle, fenced enclosure or shelter, or within the real 
property limits of the owner and in his or her presence 
and under his or her direct and effective voice control.
Failure to observe this ordinance means your dog may 
be impounded at the Humane Society and/or a citation 
issued.

For more information visit http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/
city/health/animal/

Note To CCNA Residents:CC
NA

Let our family be of service to your family!

(402)423-4853
Call Today for a FREE estimate!

Web: www.neemannroo�ng.com
Email: info@neemannandsons.com
Visit our showroom at 
1121 High Street, Suite B, Lincoln, NE

NEEMANN & SONS, INC.
Roo�ng, Seamless Gutters & Siding

Family owned and serving the 
Lincoln area for 30 years

・ Fully Insured 
・ Experienced, Full-Time Employees
・ No Subcontracted Workers 
・ BBB Member
・ 5-Year Workmanship Warranty
・ Home Builders Association Member
・ Nebraska Safety Council Member

CC
NA
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Find Us on Facebook!
to see past issues and photos from your neighborhood!
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Jackie Allen and Hans Sturm, a set of gifted professional 
musicians and educators, relocated to the Lincoln Country 
Club area from Muncie, Indiana in July of 2011. Since then, the 
couple has set about creating an atmosphere of creativity and 
support in Jackie’s Torch 101 class, which she teaches from her 
home, right in the heart of the Country Club neighborhood. 

Jackie has been gracious enough to answer a few questions 
about her experience as a vocalist and about her class, for the 
Chronicle. If you have more questions about how the class works 
or how you might participate, please feel free to contact Jackie 
Allen at info@JackieAllen.com or call her at (402) 314- 4112.

What is torch singing?
The term Torch Singer comes from the idea of carrying a 
torch for someone, usually an unrequited or long lost love. 
Thus, Torch Singer 101 is designed for those with little or no 
background in music, although it’s okay if you do.

Describe your background in singing. When did you start? 
How did you get involved in torch singing specifically? 
I grew up in a musical family. My father played Dixieland tuba 
and mother played some piano and sang in the church. We 
also had a very active and supportive music department in 
our school system.

I went on to study classical voice and jazz at University 
Wisconsin in Madison. From there I started a professional 
singing and recording career that led me to Chicago where 
I spent 14 years, recording nine albums and touring both 
nationally and internationally. I also taught in Chicago both 
at the community level and college level. I wanted to teach 
a class where singers could sing individually with a rhythm 

section, not unlike singers such as Ella Fitzgerald and Billie 
Holiday or Peggy Lee - singers I admired. I wanted something 
that wasn’t a jazz choir.

Why did you decide to start a neighborhood class on torch 
singing and when did you start teaching?
The idea for this came to me years ago. I read an article 
about top fantasy occupations for men and women. The 
men’s were a professional airline pilot or baseball player. 
The women’s were to be a lounge singer and I thought to 
myself, “That’s what I do!” Then it occurred to me that many 
adults in the community might like to have a chance to 
actually experience this without spending the years it takes 

Torch SingingCC
NA

The Spring Class, post performance.

Jackie Allen begins the class by practicing an opening 
number with her students at the piano.
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Now That Taxes Are Filed, How Long Should You 
Keep Your Tax Documents?

By:  Ben Moore

Last month we wrote about the concept of spring cleaning 
and the importance of addressing legal issues that you may 
have identified, but have put off addressing, such as updating 
your estate plan or revising the ancient lease agreement you 
have been using for your rental property.  This month we are 
following up on the spring cleaning theme by reviewing what 
to do with all of those tax documents you have been 
accumulating over the years.  

When we talk about tax documents, we are talking about two 
types of documents:  (1) the Form 1040 tax return; and (2) the 
tax records that support the income or expenses claimed on 
the tax return, such as W-2’s, expense receipts, cancelled 
checks, and account statements.  As a general rule, tax returns 
should be kept indefinitely while most tax records should be 
kept until the statute of limitations runs out for the IRS to 
audit the year’s tax return.  

The IRS generally has three years from the date a return is 
due to audit the return.  So if a 2012 return is filed on or 
before April 15, 2013, the IRS would have until April 15, 
2016, to perform an audit.  The IRS has an additional three 
years (six years total) to audit a return if income is 
underreported by 25% or more, and an additional four years 
(seven years total), if a deduction is claimed for a worthless 
security.  The IRS has even more time to perform an audit if 
someone failed to file a return, or filed a fraudulent return.  

Given the different time periods that exist for the IRS to audit 
a return, the magic number most people should use when 
saving tax records is seven years.  As with most things related 
to the law, however, there are a few documents that you 
should probably keep even longer, such as records of 
retirement contributions, documentation regarding the 
purchase and improvement of your home, and certain 
investment records.  

When saving your tax documents, you don’t necessarily need 
to keep paper copies of your tax documents.  The IRS accepts 
electronic copies of tax documents as long as the scanned 
documents are accurate and accessible.  If you do this, make 
sure you backup your tax records by saving a copy on a CD or 
external hard drive.  

Determining what tax documents to save and what tax 
documents can be shredded requires consideration of the law 
and facts unique to each person.   This article is intended to 
provide general information regarding what the law provides; 
it should not be used as a substitute for the advice of private 
legal counsel or your accountant regarding the retention of 
specific documents.  Let the attorneys at Rembolt Ludtke 
LLP assist you with your particular tax questions.

Attorneys at Law

to become a professional. I taught a course similar to this in 
Chicago for about 10 years and students would take it again 
and again inspired by each others song choices and getting 
more confident with each show.

In Lincoln, I thought it would be fun to try teaching it out 
of my home which has a relaxed atmosphere. I also have a 
third grader so it makes it easier for me to be at home in the 
evenings.

Describe the class. What do participants learn? How long is it 
and how often do you teach it? 
The class is held Monday nights from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in my 
home on Puritan Avenue. It is limited to eight students and lasts 
five weeks. We meet a total of seven times including a private 
one-hour session and dress rehearsal with a professional 
rhythm section where singers bring a dish to pass and get out 
the jitters, singing for each other. Singers learn two standards 
of their choosing although I offer suggestions and have a 
large library of songs to select from. We work on a group song, 
which serves both as warm-up and show opener. By the end 
of the course, students know their vocal range, song structure, 
how to create a simple improvisation, use a microphone and 
communicate with a rhythm section. The class culminates in a 
free public concert where students invite friends, family and 
the community to cheer them on! 

Who can take the class?
Anyone of adult age, both men and women. I’ve had college 
students through seniors in their 80s working side by side.

Anything else you think we should know? 
The next show is at Zen’s Lounge in Lincoln, May 20 at 7:30pm. 
I will offer one session over the summer. 

One of the students practices their number at the dress 
rehearsal of the final show, with Hans Sturm on bass.
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Your Neighborhood Association depends on your dues in order to maintain and improve the quality of the 
entire neighborhood.  If you have not yet paid your 2012 dues, please clip the statement below and mail today.  
We thank you for your support!

Country Club Neighborhood Association 2013 Dues Statement

Goodwill to Sponsor Neighborhood ChallengeCC
NA

Goodwill Industries Serving Southeast Nebraska, Inc. is 
sponsoring a friendly competition to promote community 
involvement among the Neighborhood Associations 
and Organizations of Lincoln called The Neighborhood 
Challenge. This is a six weeklong event where the 
various Associations/Organizations are encouraged to 
host neighborhood garage sales or donation drives for 
Goodwill. The top three Associations who collect the 
most weight in donations will win a cash prize to fund a 
neighborhood project of their choosing that strengthens 
their community.

The Neighborhood Challenge will run from May 26 
to July 6, 2013. To register for the event, visit www.
lincolngoodwill.org and fill out the registration form or 
call (402) 438-2022 ext. 118 or 127. Free neighborhood 
pick-ups can be coordinated with Goodwill for donated 
goods following the neighborhood event. Participating 
Associations/Organizations must have a Federal Tax ID 
number in order to win. “We are very excited to work 
with neighborhoods in ways that connect neighborhood 
members to each other and to Goodwill.” said Amanda 
Herndon, Communications Coordinator for Goodwill. 

“The Neighborhood 
Challenge will not only 
promote and further 
our mission of serving 
those who struggle 
to find work, but also 
give the neighborhood 
communities a chance 
to strengthen their own 
neighborhoods.”

Donations to Goodwill 
help fund employment 
programs for individuals 
who face barriers to 
employment and includes Goodwill’s Job Connection 
computer lab located in Work Force Development’s One 
Stop Career Center. Donations to Goodwill also help fund 
other organizations’ employment programs, including 
Heartland Big Brothers Big Sisters, Lincoln Literacy, 
Community Justice Center, The Arc of Lincoln, and YWCA 
Job Outfitters.

CC
NA
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TUNE UP TIME!
DRYNESS A PROBLEM

IN YOUR HOME?

°

You need an Aprilaire Automatic 
Humidifier.

•Eliminate parched, dry air in your 
whole home.

•Protect against illness and damage.

•Experience total indoor air comfort.

Call Absolute Comfort today for a 
healthier, more comfortable home.

Don’t wait until it is 90° to know if your 
Air Conditioner is ready for summer!

6950$A/C Tune-up Special

Visit our website at www.absolutecomfort.info

Donate  Repurpose  Strengthen

Call (402)438-2022 to schedule a pick-up and we’ll do the rest. 
www.lincolngoodwill.org

Take the Goodwill Neighborhood
Challeng

e
May 26-July 6

Enjoy some friendly neighborhood competition and support a great cause 
all while completing your spring cleaning!

The top 3 Neighborhood Associations/Organizations to collect the most weight in donations will win a 
cash prize to fund a neighborhood project that strengthens the community. For more information, visit 
www.lincolngoodwill.org or call (402) 438-2022 ext. 118 or 127.
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Of course, we do basic home care.  The “above and 
beyond” care we provide is what we’re known for. 

•  Whether it’s Alzheimer’s or another condition, we’ll help you 
help your parents with a care plan designed just for them and RN 
supervised and trained caregivers they choose.  

•  Your Care Manager is available to go to the doctor with your 
parents, and advocate for them, just like you would, if you could.  

•  Our Proactive Approach to home care means your Care Manager
will get to know your parents, their lifestyle, and their current 
health and wellness goals. 

•  Carefully screened, bonded and insured caregivers.  

Like talking to a friend who’s an expert, too.

Call us today. 

402-261-5158
www.HomeCareAssistanceLincoln.com 
Eastern Nebraska


