
I n 2003, dozens of blueprints were delivered
from the Catholic Chancery to Linda
Wibbels, a longtime CCNA board member.

These blueprints, which had been stored at the
Chancery for over 40 years, were for homes in
the Bishop Heights area of our neighborhood
and are a reminder of how that development
came to be.

In the early 1900s, the Catholic Diocese of
Lincoln owned a large section of land south of
what is now 27th and Calvert. The Bishop’s
official residence, a two-story brick structure
surrounded by a working farm, was located at
approximately 28th and Calvert. Later, the St.

Thomas Orphanage was built on the land
southwest of the residence thanks to the tire-
less efforts of Lincoln’s first bishop, Thomas A.
Bonacum (see The Chronicle, Fall 2001.)

The area south of Calvert served the church
well during the first part of the 20th century.
Five bishops lived in the residence over the
course of sixty years. Enrollment at the
orphanage steadily increased and peaked in
the 1930s with 110 children. A trolley car line
eventually ran through the area.

However, the bulidings fell into disrepair
over time and the needs of the church
changed. When James V. Casey became the
bishop of the diocese in 1957, he decided to
purchase a property at 1040 S. Cotner for his
home and the original Bishop’s residence was
razed. The George Abel family, 2835 Calvert
St., subsequently built a home on the site.

The farm surrounding the original Bishop’s
residence was subdivided under the supervi-
sion of Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas
Kealy who was in charge of property for the
Catholic Diocese. He possessed the vision for
Bishop Heights and he platted the area in 1959
in honor of past Lincoln bishops Francis
Beckman, Thomas Bonacum, Louis Kucera,
Charles O’Reilly and J. Henry Tihen (see
sidebar.) Kealy sold many of the lots himself
and was integrally involved in the develop-
ment of the area. He created an Architectural

Review Board and invited Albert Hamersky, a
Lincoln architect, to participate.

Hamersky recalls,“One of the stipulations
of buying a lot in Bishop Heights was that the
blueprints had to be given to the Architectural
Review Board for approval. I made sure that
the plans conformed to certain standards so
that none of the homes would be a detriment
to the neighborhood.” Hamersky examined all
the plans submitted for Bishop Heights
homes, but doesn’t remember any controver-
sial ones.“The most common problems were
with the proposed grading of the properties.
We didn’t want owners to be dumping too
much water on their neighbors.”

Many of the plans which were approved by
the board were kept by Msgr. Kealy simply as a
record of what had been agreed upon. The
blueprints were stored at the Chancery in case
a question arose during construction.
However, since the houses have now been
standing for forty years, it’s unlikely that issues
will now arise which need to be resolved by
studying the blueprints. The plans have come
out of storage and will be distributed to the
current homeowners. Bishop Heights residents
interested in obtaining their own little piece of
neighborhood history can pick up their blue-
prints at the March or April CCNA meetings.

see related story on page 3...
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CCNA HISTORY: The Development of Bishop Heights

This building at 28th and Calvert served as the
Bishop's official residence from 1887 until it was
razed in 1958.

Thomas A. Bonacum,
bishop of Lincoln Diocese,

1887-1911

J. Henry Tihen,
bishop of Lincoln Diocese,

1911-1917

Charles J. O’Reilly,
bishop of Lincoln Diocese,

1918-1923

Francis J. Beckman,
bishop of Lincoln Diocese,

1924-1930

Louis B. Kucera,
bishop of Lincoln Diocese,

1930-1957

Monsignor Thomas Kealy platted Bishop Heights in 1959 and named the streets after the five
bishops who lived in the Bishop’s residence when it was located at  28th and Calvert Streets:

Photos reprinted with
permission from

Diocese of Lincoln
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Upcoming CCNA Meetings:
Mark your calendars to come join your

Country Club Neighborhood Association
at one of our meetings: We meet at 7 PM
the 3rd Tuesday of every month except July
and December.

St Matthew’s Episcopal Church
2325 South 24th Street (24th and Sewell)

April 19, 2005
May 17, 2005
June 21, 2005

CCNA CHRONICLE Staff
Coordinator . . . . . Rifka Keilson, 420-0956
Designer . . . . . . . . Valerie Crook, 328-2426
Editorial Board. . . . Stacy James, 488-5131

Julie Enersen, 475-9988
Community Resources . . . . Linda Wibbels

423-8923
Features. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Staff & 

Interested CCNA Members
History. . . . . . . . . . Julie Enersen, 475-9988
Advertising. . . . . . . . . Kay Hesse, 489-6346
Members and readers who have questions, com-
ments or suggestions may call the individual(s)
responsible for the area(s) of concern.

The CCNA CHRONICLE is the official publication of
the Country Club Neighborhood Association
(CCNA). The CCNA CHRONICLE is published quar-
terly by the CCNA and every address in the CCNA
boundaries is mailed a copy. Statements of fact and
opinion made are the responsibility of the authors
alone and do not imply an opinion on the part of the
officers or members of CCNA. While this publication
makes a reasonable effort to establish the integrity
of its advertisers, it does not endorse advertised
products or services unless specifically stated as
such. All correspondence regarding this publication
should be directed to: Country Club Neighborhood
Association, Attn: CHRONICLE Editor, PO Box
21953, Lincoln, NE 68542.

Advertise in your neighborhood
newsletter, The CCNA Chronicle and

reach over 2,400 households.
Business card ad:
CCNA members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
CCNA non-members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40
non-resident, non-members . . . . . . . . . . . $50

Half page ad:
CCNA members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150
CCNA non-members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175
non-resident, non-members . . . . . . . . . 2$225

Full page ad:
CCNA members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300
CCNA non-members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $325
non-resident, non-members . . . . . . . . . . $375

Contact Kay Hesse 489-6346

CCNA
BOUNDARY
MAP

Animal Complaints. . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7900
Buried Lines. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477-0547
City Council Representatives. . . . . 441-7515
Crime Stoppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 475-3600
Household Hazardous Waste. . . . . 441-8022
Housing Codes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7785
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . 441-7511, 441-6300
Neighborhood Watch.. . . . . . . . . . . 441-7204
Parks and Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7847
Quality of Life (24 hour anonymous com-

plaints, suggestions) . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6300
Sidewalks (repair, shovel, etc.) . . . 441-7541
Weed Problems.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7817
Zoning Violations.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7521

Visit www.ccnalinc.org to find:
• CCNA Business Directory
• A CCNA boundary map
• Links to other community organizations
• Read past issues of the Chronicle
• See Minutes & By-Laws

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS



Would you like a blueprint of your 
Bishop Heights home?

CCNA is offering the blueprints of Bishop Heights homes as a thank you to
those neighbors who have joined the association. If you are interested in getting
your blueprint, please do the following:
1. 1.Visit the CCNA website (www.ccnalinc.org) or call Julie Enersen (475-9988)

after March 10th to see if the blueprints are available for your home. (We don’t
have them for every residence unfortunately.)

2. Be sure you have sent in your CCNA dues (a form is available in this newsletter
or online) or bring them with you when you pick up your blueprint.

3. Come to the March 15th or April 19th CCNA meeting at St. Matthew’s Church,
24th and Sewell. We will distribute blueprints from 6:45 until the meeting
begins at 7:00. And please feel free to stay for the meeting!

CCNA has many blueprints of houses in Bishop Heights including this one of the
Victor and Ann Covalt home at 3124 Kucera Dr.

LINCOLN
PSYCHIATRIC

GROUP
New Location:

6920 Van Dorn, Suite B

H. L. Balters, MD • J. A. Coffman, MD
C. Clyne, MD • J. S. Kim, MD

J. Johnson, LCSW • W. Andorf, LCSW
Providing individual, marital and family therapy to

help children, adolescents and adults. 
Assistance with psychiatric medications and

hospital care, when needed.

476-7557 • 476-6874 • FAX: 476-9912

Professional Concerns for Personal Matters
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Mary Lynn W. Schaffer

The snowdrops are popping up, the forsythia is budding, and
soon the bulbs will be peeking through the ground and we will
all enjoy the many beautiful yards in our neighborhood.

The beauty of our Country Club area homes is not by accident. It
reveals the pride of residents whose care is reflected in the lawns,
which are regularly fertilized, watered and mowed, and the neatly-
trimmed bushes. The pride begins each fall with plantings prior to
the cold, dark days of winter with the anticipation of beauty not only
for our own enjoyment, but also for the pleasure of our neighbors.

Maintaining a home does take money (often more than any of us
want to spend), time and effort. But the repaired and repainted
shutter, the recaulked front stoop, and the pruned trees along the
sidewalk not only enhance the appearance and value of our homes,
but also our neighborhood.

Please show your appreciation to your neighbors for their efforts
by telling them how attractive their home or yard appears . . . and
take along a bag (or two!) to clean up your doggie’s deposit or other
debris when you go for a walk. These courtesies go a long way
toward being a good neighbor. m
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PRESIDENT’S NOTE

A Note from the
Membership Committee

Thank you to the over 400 households who have already returned
their 2005 dues cards. CCNA protects our quality of life, keeps up
property values and acts as an advocate for the neighborhood inter-
ests.Your support of the organization is what keeps it thriving. If you
have not yet joined CCNA for 2005, simply return the dues card that
was mailed to you or send in the form below to CCNA Dues, P.O. Box
21953, Lincoln, NE 68542.Your small dues payment helps CCNA do
enormous good.

Please consider honoring a special neighbor with a contribution
in his/her name to the CCNA Foundation. Tax-deductible dona-
tions are welcome at any time and may be mailed to CCNA
Foundation, P. O. Box 21953, Lincoln NE 68542

Your CCNA
membership dues bring this
newsletter to your mailbox.

EXPIRES 06/30/05

www.jhlincoln.com



CCNA receives 
grant for watering

This fall the CCNA was awarded a Lincoln
Community Action Program grant from the
Lincoln Parks Department to help beautify the
entrance of our neighborhood at 33rd Street
and Sheridan Boulevard. The grant was used
to install a sprinkler system. The system will
provide water for the trees and grass between
the old Rock Island Bridge and the round-
about. In the past, the trees needed replacing
repeatedly because of drought damage.

Because of the generosity of our members,
the CCNA Foundation was able to transfer and
additional $5,100 to the City Parks and
Recreation Foundation for an endowment for
other beautification of parkways and boule-
vards within the CCNA boundaries.

CCNA supports Lincoln
Neighborhood Alliance 
Plan for Action

The CCNA Board of Directors voted unani-
mously at its February meeting in favor of the
following resolution:

Whereas established neighborhoods in
Lincoln share many common concerns and
past experience has shown that by working
together we are more likely to insure that
those common concerns are addressed.
Therefore to establish a foundation for these
joint efforts, the Country Club Neighborhood
Association endorses the “Our County, Our
City, Our neighborhoods — a Plan for Action”
as a document which identifies many of these
shared concerns and goals related to those
concerns. Furthermore, our association states

its intent to work with other neighborhood
associations and the Lincoln Neighborhood
Alliance in pursuit of those goals, while
reserving the right to determine the appro-
priate level of support and/or participation in
any particular joint effort.

The “Plan for Action” follows:

Our County, Our City,
Our Neighborhoods 
(A Plan for Action)

Agenda of the Lincoln Neighborhood
Alliance (action items are not listed in any pri-
ority order)

Neighborhood Services. Whereas neighbor-
hood services are vital to maintaining our high
quality of life,
Resolved:
l Lincoln’s neighborhoods should have access

to the full range of community facilities,
health services, open space, and playgrounds.
Neighborhood parks, pools, libraries, senior
centers, public transit, and trails must be a
high budget priority.

l Existing neighborhood schools should be
maintained and improved to a high standard.
New schools should be sited and built to facil-
itate safe and easy walking and biking for stu-
dents, safe traffic flow, and joint use of
facilities.

Sidewalks. Whereas Lincoln is forty years
behind in its sidewalk maintenance, and
whereas the community has twice voted that, the
city and not private owners should pay for the
repair and maintenance of sidewalks,
Resolved:
l Lincoln should continue efforts initiated over

the last two years to establish, fund, and
implement a plan to rehabilitate sidewalks on
a more aggressive schedule. This plan should
bring Lincoln’s sidewalks up to code in ten
years or less.

Infrastructure Finance. Whereas one of the
biggest challenges currently facing our city and
county is how we will finance the maintenance
of existing infrastructure and the development
of the new infrastructure needed to support
growth and development. And whereas this
financing should be reasonably predictable and
fair to the taxpayers in existing neighborhoods
and in new developments,
Resolved:
l The maintenance of existing infrastructure

should be the highest priority.
l New development should pay a significant

share of the initial costs related to extending
public infrastructure and services (i.e., sewer,
water, streets, public power, schools, fire, and
police) to that development.

lAll public entities involved in building and
maintaining public infrastructure within
Lancaster County should cooperate to achieve
the maximum efficiency (RUTS and “Build-
through”).

Stormwater. Whereas development in watershed
areas upstream from neighborhoods frequently
causes increased runoff during heavy rains and
increased insurance costs for businesses and
neighborhoods,
Resolved:
l The City and County should work aggres-

sively with neighborhoods, businesses, devel-
opers, natural resources districts, and state
and federal agencies to mitigate the adverse
impact of development on floodplains and
flooding problems.

Neighborhood Preservation. Whereas zoning
designations and building designs that conflict
with current or historical use patterns create
increased density that is detrimental to char-
acter of existing neighborhoods, undermines
home ownership, and is beyond the neighbor-
hood infrastructure capacity (parking, water,
sewer, etc),
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continued on next page...






